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SOMETHING YOU DIDN'T KNOW ABOUT... 











D-Von Dudley 


Its a given that in order to survive a Tables, Ladders & Chairs match, you have to be tougher 
than tough and braver than brave. So there is no way that D-Von Dudley—one of the innovators 
of the TLC match—is scared when he scales the oversized ladders, right? 


Right. D-Von isn't scared of heights. He's terrified of them. 


“Who'd have thought, right?" D-Von laughed when he revealed his phobia. “I'm still afraid of 
heights. Actually, I'm petrified. | was always afraid of heights as a kid, and every time me and 
Bubba do the 'Wassup!' spot, l'm petrified. | don't stand up real tall on that corner buckle—4 
kind of lean in toward the ring. Seven-and-a-half years of doing this, and l'm still petrified.” 


The diving “Wassup!” headbutt off the top turnbuckle is one thing, but the verticality involved 

in the TLC matches is quite different. In the now-legendary TLC match at SummerSlam 2000, 
pitting the Dudleys against the Hardy Boyz and Edge & Christian, D-Von faced his worst fears 
when he and Jeff Hardy plummeted from the metal loop holding the tag-team title belts 20 feet 
over the ring. 


“| was up there dangling and practically messing my pants,” D-Von recalled. “But when | finally 
dropped and | was able to move my legs, | was so happy and relieved. That was a blessing in 
disguise. If you asked me then if | would ever go up there and do that again, l'd have said no, 
but the next year at WrestleMania | ended up doing it again, with Edge. | do what | have to do 
to get through those matches.” 


D-Von says he doesn't know what the root of his acrophobia is—he says he never suffered a 
bad fall or any other height-related trauma as a child—but he's been afraid of heights as long 
as he can remember, 

"When | get up to a certain height, it scares me," he says. "I have no problems with flying, but | 
don't look out the window. l'd rather have an aisle seat. Like | said, who'd have thought?" 


- Mike Fazioli 
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Letters to the editor 


The Bottom Line 


(Eds. Note: The reader response to the February issue of RAW, 
‚featuring the Stone Cold Steve Austin cover and first-person 
story, has been truly overwhelming. No other issue of RAW 
has ever created such a massive volume of feedback. This 
month's “Letters to the Editor" is devoted solely to a small 
portion of the huge amount of mail we have received.) 











Dear Editor, 

Hands down, this has been the best issue of RAW Magazine in 
some time, I went out and bought the magazine to read the 
Austin article, and was glad to see how great it was. You should 
have more articles written by the Superstars themselves. I also 
liked the “Who is the Greatest Champion in WWE History” 
debate; I think there should be similar tournaments held for the 
other titles, The Brock Lesnar interview was good, and we can 
always use an article on Stacy Keibler—especially with a 
poster attached. Thanks for the article on Jamie Noble. He's 
one of my favorite young Superstars in WWE, and I hope to see 
him in bigger matches sometime soon. Thanks for the great 
magazine. I can't wait until next month's. 








PG. Stuart 
Thunder Bay, ON, CN 


Dear Editor, 
I have been a longtime reader of RAW Magazine. When I 
picked up the issue with Austin on it, I knew I was about to read 
an intense article. I think it is one of the best magazines you 
have ever published, and not just because of that story. The 
magazine had many riveting articles. I read it cover to cover the 
first day, and I rarely do that. It was a very entertaining read. 
Jason Arnold 
Via E-mail 





Dear Editor, 

I just put down the February issue of RAW Magazine. Thank 
you for allowing Stone Cold Steve Austin to share his side of 
the story. It's because of him that I’m a wrestling fan today. My 
son would beg me to sit and watch Raw or SmackDown! with 
him, and after watching Austin for a few weeks, I was hooked. 
Also, thanks to Stone Cold, I have become the coolest teacher 
in all of 8' grade! Some of the hardest-to-reach kids warm up 
to me whenever I bring up Stone Cold's name. We start talking 
about WWE, and it isn't long until Tm able to help them 





April 2003 RAW MAGAZINE 





through a difficult time. When Austin left last year, WWE just 
wasn't the same. I've continued to watch, but something has 
been missing. I watched the episode of W Confidential that 
centered around Austin's exit, and [ heard what J.R. and Vince 
said, but I knew there was more to the story. Thanks again for 
allowing Steve Austin to tell his side. 





Katy Boyd. 





Via E-mail 
Dear Editor, 
It's always been said that to get the truth, you have to get it 





straight from the horse's mouth—or in this case, The Rattle- 
snake's. I knew Austin had his reasons for leaving, and we 
finally got to hear them. Although the WWE went on, it wasn't 
the same without him. I never doubted that he would come 
back, but it would have to be at his time, on his terms. It's great 
to see and hear from him again. I, along with the rest of the 
fans, hope he continues his career well into the future. If you 
want to see Stone Cold Steve Austin climb the turnbuckle and 
gulp a brew, gimme a Hell Yeah! 





Sean Pringle 
Via E-mail 





Dear Editor, 

I love your magazine and especially looked forward to this 
Austin issue. For months we've only heard one side of the 
story. After reading what he had to say, I have to admit that my 
opinion hasn't changed. Austin did a cowardly, disrespectful 
and unprofessional thing by walking out on WWE. I under- 
stand that he was frustrated with how things were going, but 
there have been people in the company who have been through 
a lot tougher times and never walked out—just look at 
Undertaker. I think Austin fails to realize that he didn't just 
walk out on Mr. McMahon, but also on the fans and all the 
other WWE Superstars who have busted their ass for the com- 
pany. Austin's comments about The Rock were also very dis- 
tasteful. If Austin would have listened to what the “Great One" 
was saying, he would have realized that he was talking to 
everyone in the Raw and SmackDown! locker rooms. The only 
time he mentioned Austin was when he said that he took his 
ball and went home. I know that I'm in the minority on this 
opinion, but I wish Mr. McMahon had refused to take him 
back. Austin screwed the company. Who's to say that he won't 
do it again? 











Ryan Wahl 
Via E-mail 





AND THE WINNER IS... WEB PAGE POLL RESULTS 








In the February issue of RAW Magazine, we asked readers to vote on who they think is the "Greatest WWE Champion of 
All Time" based on our Sweet 16 bracket. The response was overwhelming. 


In what has to be considered an upset, the winner as chosen by you RAW readers was Bret "Hit Man" Hart, who prevailed 
over Shawn Michaels in the finals by a vote of 5996 to 41%. 


Check out the final bracket and results here, and thanks for taking part! 


First Round Results: 


72% Ric Flair 
28% Bruno Sammartino 


75% Shawn Michaels 
25% Triple H 


52% Bob Backlund 
48% Superstar Billy Graham 


76% The Rock 
24% Diesel 


92% Stone Cold Steve Austin 
8% Yokozuna 


64% Bret Hart 
36% Undertaker 


87% Randy "Macho Man” Savage 
13% Pedro Morales 


76% Hulk Hogan 
24% Kurt Angle 


Second Round Results: 


77% Shawn Michaels 
23% Ric Flair 

79% The Rock 

21% Bob Backlund 


56% Bret Hart 
44% Stone Cold Steve Austin 


81% Hulk Hogan 
19% Randy "Macho Man" Savage 















Semi-Finals: 


69% Shawn Michaels 
31% The Rock 


61% Bret Hart 
39% Hulk Hogan 


Finals: 


59% Bret Hart 
41% Shawn Michaels 
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Good Ol’ J.R’s been busy 
in the kitchen lately... 


so he's taking this month off from his “Ross From 
Ringside” column to finish his newest culinary effort, 
W. J.R.'s Cookbook, available soon from Simon & 
Schuster. “Ross From Ringside” will be back in the 
May issue of RAW Magazine, along with a more 
detailed look at this great new cookbook! 














Hot grill, hot food and hot Divas—what else could you ask for? (Left) Trish Stratus and Stacy 
Keibler sample some of J.R’s cuisine; (above) Terri and Lita give J.R. a hand at the grill. 
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Two for the Show 


TOUGHEST! 


The third season of W Tough Enough on MTV yielded two more future 
Superstars, as Matt and John walked out of the awards ceremony at 
The World in Times Square with the coveted trophy and WWE contracts. 
Matt and John were chosen live on MTV from the final five, which also 
included Jonah, Eric and Jamie. Tough Enough head trainer Al Snow, 
fellow trainer Ivory and executive producer John “Big” Gaburick, 

along with vice president of talent relations Jim Ross, were on hand 
to deliver the big news. With the success of program alumni Maven, 
Nidia and Christopher Nowinski, keep an eye out for Matt and John! 





і 
j 
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y 





8 April 2003 RAW MAGA: 





(From left) The coveted Tough Enough trophy waits for a winner to be picked. 


(Clockwise from front row left) Al Snow, Matt, Jonah, John, Big, Ivory, Eric 
and Jamie gather for the presentation. (Above) Former Tough Enough winner 
Maven is proof of the rosy future which awaits the winners. 

















(From left) Head 
trainer Al Snow 
addresses his 
charges; John 
celebrates with 
the trophy; J.R. 
makes the big 
announcement; 
co-winner Matt 
makes his 
acceptance 
speech; the 
winners pose 
with Ivory, Snow 
and Big. 
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It’s time for RAW Magazine's column 
on love, sex and everything in 
between, hosted by a Diva who has 
inspired more than her share of those 
emotions, Terri Runnels. Please submit 
your own questions from the world 

of Eros to Terri by e-mailing them to: 
askterri@wwe.com. 








Q: I'm 24 and I've been seeing a 41- 
year-old married woman for about a 
year. I’ve been involved with several 
girls in the past and have “played the 
field,” but have never cared this deeply 
about someone before. She tells me all 
the time that she loves me and is in love 
with me. Other girls have told me this, 
but unlike the rest, she seems sincere 
and makes me feel special when she says 
й. I know this relationship is morally 
wrong. We have tried to break it off 
and stay away from one another, but 
that doesn't last very long. I try seeing 
other girls, but am still miserable when 
she’s not around. I honestly believe I 
am in love with her. What should I do? 
— T.S., Via E-mail 

A: I hurt for you. Your first problem is 
in the first sentence of your question: 
“married woman.” That screams trouble! 
The second thing that strikes me as odd 
is that you are 24, yet you refer to all of 
the other females as “girls.” I don't know 
if you refer to them that way because of 
the age difference between the 41-year- 
old and the others. It’s something to 
think about. I will tell you that if some- 
one tells you they love you but they are 
married, you will always wonder if 
they're being honest with you. I also 
believe that if someone tells you they 
are in love with you but doesn't leave 
the person they're with, then they prob- 
ably aren't as “in love” with you as 
they say. One more crucial thing: If she 
has children, don't even think about it. 
You don't have the experience to deal 
with such a relationship and the emo- 
tional struggles that a divorce would place 
upon the children. I think you should 
find an unattatched woman. 


Q: I have been seeing a girl for about 
four months, and I think she is cheating 
on me. My friends say that she is, but 
she says she isn't. If I confront her, it 
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might ruin what we have together. Who 
do I believe, my girlfriend who I love, or 
my friends who have been there for me 
a long time. — D.P. Belfast, N. Ireland 
A: I have to shake you and say “Wake 
up and smell the Guinness!” Do you 
honestly believe that if you ask her if 
she is cheating, that she is going to say 
“Yes, I am. I have been hanging and 
banging with some other guy. Sorry 1 
hadn’t mentioned that before now.” No, 
Goobie, she is not going to admit it. 
Ask your friends how they know she is 
cheating. Did they see her? Where was 
she when they saw them together? What 
were they doing when caught? If they 
can't give you some specifics or if it's 
a case of my cousin’s uncle’s brother's 
best friend said so, then you might want 
to do some snooping of your own and 
find out for sure. Either way, who wants 
to be in a relationship where you don't 
have complete trust? 


0: 1 have a huge crush on a girl, but 
everyone says that she has been around 
the barn, if you know what I mean. I 
think she is a sweetheart and am tak- 
ing her to the prom. I know she is not 
that bad a person. But what do I do 
about the people who make fun of her? 
It’s really making me mad. - J.O., Via 
E-mail 

A: Wow...around the barn? You must 
live in the country. Anyway, I wonder if 
you can get into more trouble if you go 















By Terri Runnels 


"around the barn?" You do have the 
exciting addition of animals to the mix! 
Just kidding. Seriously, I think you just 
have to weigh the pros and cons, and 
figure out what works best for you. 
Remember, you live in your skin 24/7. 
Your friends don't. If they are your true 
friends, they do care about you, but they 
are not you. Make yourself happy! 


Q: I am 16 years old and am 21 weeks 
pregnant. My boyfriend has been away 
in the Navy for the last month and a 
half. He has no idea that he is going 
to be a father. I was just wondering if 
I should tell him next time he calls, or 


just wait until he comes home in four 


months? He and I have been together 
six months, and I don't want this to 
ruin our relationship. Please help me. 
— Sara, Via E-mail 

A: I'm sorry about your dilemma. These 
aren't quite the ideal beginnings, but 
certainly not the end of the world. Your 
boyfriend certainly has every right to 
know, and I don't think it's fair for him 
to come home to a baby that he didn't 
even know he helped create. You have 
to tell him and hope that he continues to 
be the same great guy that you fell in 
love with six months ago. If by chance 
he lets you down, remember—as bad as 
that is—it is much better to know 
now rather than later. You will make it. 
Whatever happens, that precious little 
angel in your tummy is what really 
matters now. You have to do everything 
you can to make its life full of love and 
security. Being a great mommy is the 
greatest thing you could ever do. My 
thoughts are with you! 


1 want to thank all of you for the fun, 
complicated, silly and even tacky ques- 
tions you have sent me. I love reading 
all of them! 


Love and kisses, 


CN 
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FANTASY WARFARE 





Theirs is the most unusual legacy of any so-cé 


competitors tend to reflect some of the qualitie 


alled “wrestling family. 
their predecessors, reminding many older fans of 








Usually, second-generation 


their fathers. In the case of Dusty Rhodes and Goldust, however, nothing can be further from the truth. 
There are hardly any two individuals in the sport whose appearance and style are more different. 
Early in his career, Dustin Runnels leamed how difficult it is to be а second-generation athlete, 
constantly struggling to escape the shadow of a famous father. 

This struggle led to the creation of the bizarre Goldust. You'd be hard-pressed to name another 
second-generation wrestler who has so successfully created his own identity completely and utterly 
Separate from that of his father. In his first years in the business, long before becoming Goldust, 
Dustin often tag-teamed with his father, but the two were never on opposite sides of the ring. What would 


happen in such a situation? Let's find out 

















DUSTY RHODES 


Strengths 

Dusty Rhodes possessed an incredible 
amount of charisma, and was able to hold 
an audience in the palm of his hand as 
well as people like Hulk Hogan, Ric 
Flair or Kurt Angle. With the people 
behind him, there was little he couldn't 
accomplish. He could also withstand an 
amazing amount of punishment and 
certainly wasn't afraid of losing a little 
blood, as he bled in almost every match 
he was in. His Bionic Elbow was feared 
throughout the sport. For ring presence 
and generalship, there were few who 
could match Dusty. 





Weaknesses 

No one would ever accuse Dusty 
Rhodes of being the picture of physical 
conditioning. His girth, while part of his 
appeal, was certainly a detriment in long 
matches. Rhodes tired easily, and if an 
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opponent could survive his initial flurry 
of offense, it wouldn't be long before his 
gameplan would progressively weaken. 
He also used his natural brawling ability 
to make up for a lack of pure power and 
speed. And although effective, his reper- 
toire was somewhat limited. 





Key Wins 

On August 21, 1979, Dusty Rhodes 
upended Harley Race in Tampa, Florida, 
to become NWA World Heavyweight 
Champion for the first time. He would 
duplicate that feat in 1981 against Race 
and in 1986 against Ric Flair. He 
defeated Ken Patera in the semi-main 
event of a historic card at the Orange 
Bowl in January 1978. His late '70s stint 
in WWE was highlighted by his feud 
with "Superstar" Billy Graham. Rhodes 
beat Graham—then the WWE Cham- 
pion—by count-out in 1977, and scored 
a decisive victory the following year in 
a Texas Bullrope match at Madison 





Square Garden. Later in his career, his 
win over the Honky Tonk Man at 
SummerSlam '89 kicked off his WWE 
comeback. 





Key Loss 

"The American Dream" was on the 
losing end the night Ric Flair won his 
first NWA world title in September 1981. 
In 1977, he suffered a disappointing loss 
to WWE Champion "Superstar" Billy 
Graham at MSG in a match that repre- 
sented the highpoint of his WWE career. 
His last run in WWE came to an abrupt 
halt at the 1991 Royal Rumble, when he 
and his son Dustin lost a tag team match 
to “Million-Dollar Man" Ted DiBiase 
& Virgil. 





Finishing Move 

There wasn't much finesse to the 
Dusty Rhodes finisher, but it certainly 
worked. Using a variation of his Bionic 
Elbow, Dusty would wait until he had his 
opponent out on the mat. Then, he'd use 
the ropes for momentum and drop an 
elbow with all his weight on the unfortu- 
nate individual. With the immense mass 
of the Dream behind it, this maneuver 
was sure to produce positive results. 


Strategy 

Dusty would have to use sheer physi- 
cality to get past his quicker, more ath- 
letic son. If he could psyche out the 
younger Rhodes by winning over the 
crowd, the advantage would definitely 
swing in his favor. A flurry of Bionic 
Elbows should be his goal, as this would 
stun Goldust enough to nullify any mobil- 
ity advantage he may have. Bringing a 
little plunder into the ring would also 
help the Dream's chances in this one. 











GOLDUST 
Strengths 


Like his father, Goldust is a master 
of psychological warfare, albeit in an 
entirely different fashion. Few com- 
petitors have been able to get under an 
opponent's skin like the Bizarre One, 





and this ability often gives him the 
advantage before the bell has even 
rung, Many are also caught off-guard 
by the impressive technical kno 





of Goldust, who can get scient 
the mat when he needs to. 


Weaknesses 

Goldust has been able to condition 
himself a lot better than his father ever 
could, yet the Rhodes family genetics still 
take their toll on him. He has never been 
a muscleman, and a lack of power is his 
main weakness. He also has never shown 
the ability to bounce back from extreme 
adversity that his father had in spades. 


Key Wins 

Goldust put himself on the WWE map 
at the 1996 Royal Rumble, where he 
defeated Razor Ramon for the Inter- 
continental Championship. He landed 
another IC title three years later with a 
win over Road Dogg. As Dustin Rhodes, 
he survived an elimination tournament 
to win the vacant WCW United States 
title in January 1993. He regained the 
U.S. title seven months later in а grueling 
match with Ravishing Rick Rude. Most 
recently, he hooked up with Booker T 
to take the World Tag Team Champion- 
ship from Christian & Chris Jericho at 
Survivor Series, 





Key Losses 

Goldust's loss of the Intercontinental 
title to Ahmed Johnson at the 1996 King 
of the Ring was a damaging setback. It 
came on the heels of another embar- 
rassing defeat at the hands of “Rowdy” 
Roddy Piper in WrestleMania XIIs 
Hollywood Backlot Brawl, In April 1999, 
Goldust lost his last IC title to The 
Godfather on Raw. His tag team reign 
with Booker T was brought to an end 
by William Regal £ Lance Storm at 
Armageddon 2002. 


Finishing Move 

In his Goldust incarnation, Dustin has 
always relied on the Curtain Call, which 
longtime fans may recognize as being 
similar to Skinner's Gatorbreaker fin- 
isher. Basically, the move is an inverted 











DDT, with the opponent facing upward 
when the front facelock is applied. The. 
impact into the mat is delivered to the 
head, neck and back. 


Strategy 

This son of the son of a plumber 
would have his hands full against his old 
man. But the sheer shock of seeing his 
baby boy in a gold vinyl jumpsuit might 
be enough to throw Dusty off his guard 
right from the opening bell, which would 
give Goldust an early advantage. His 
superior quickness and overall condi- 
tioning would be a tremendous help, as 
he'd have to avoid mixing it up with 
“Oldust.” Blocking out the crowd would 
be crucial, as Goldust must not allow 
himself to lose the psychological war. 





Final Analysis 

Although Dusty may have taught his 
son many tricks of the trade, we're sure 
the Dream kept a few secrets locked 
away, and it would be exactly these that 
he might turn to in order to defeat his 
own flesh and blood. Goldust may be in 
better shape than his daddy ever was, 
but let's not forget that in his heyday, 
Rhodes held his own with such war- 
horses as Ric Flair, Barry Windham, Lex 
Luger and Tully Blanchard. Goldust's 
“bizarre factor” would probably be of 
little effect against the one man who 
could see right through it. Goldy’s only 
hope would be to outlast his father, 


allowing him to wear himself out trying 
to keep up. The weight of the American 
Dream could prove his undoing, but only 
if Goldust played it smart. Otherwise, it 
would be another trip to the woodshed 
for Dustin. m 








Dusty Rhodes 
(c. 1981) 


Strength: 
Agility: 

Speed: 
Experience: 
Strategy: 

Brawling Ability: 
Technical Skill: 
Stamina: 
Endurance: 
Intangible 


Total: 


Goldust 


St ıgth: 
Agility: 

Speed: 
Experience: 
Strategy: 
Brawling Ability: 
Technical Skill: 
Stamina: 
Endurance: 
Intangibles: 


Total: 
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IN THE TRENCHES 


Bradshaw Visits the Troops of 
Operation Enduring Freedom 


s 


By Brian Solomon 
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Photos by Master Sergeant Richard Puckett, U.S. Army 


| Bradshaw was the perfect man to 
send overseas to entertain the 
troops, including the WWE fans from 
E Battery, 101st Airborne Division 
Field Artillery, stationed in Bagram, 
Afghanistan (opposite middle). 





Immediately following the tragic events of September 11, 2001, there 


was no WWE personality more outspoken in his opinions than Bradshaw. 
On SmackDown! that week, his strong comments regarding terrorism, 
Osama Bin Laden and the Taliban were among the most memorable 
aspects of the program. That's one of the reasons it was very fitting 

that Bradshaw was selected to represent WWE as part of a group of 
American entertainers who visited soldiers in Afghanistan and Kuwait. 


radshaw has followed the progress 
of Operation Enduring Freedom 
and its efforts to combat terrorism 


at its source. Last year, while on a good- 
will tour for WWE that took him to such 
places as Egypt and Australia, he was 
contacted by WWE's talent relations 
department and asked if he was willing 
to extend the tour to the frontline of the 
war on terror. At the time, he had already 
been contemplating just such an exten- 
sion of the trip, and so was thrilled to 
be part of it—despite having to cancel 
a Cancun vacation he and his wife had 
been planning. 









The top priority of the tour was stop- 
ping at all the special operations bases, 
where troops had never been visited 
before by entertainers. From Afghan 
cities like Kabul and Kandahar, 
Bradshaw would board a Black Hawk 
helicopter bound for these special ops 
locations deep in the desert. 

“Ils amazing to actually see what 
goes on in person, and the living condi- 
tions they have,” says Bradshaw. “It’s not 
it’s horrible conditions—the military 
is good care of these guys as they 
-but when you have to set up 5,000 
people overnight, what you wind up with 




















is tents in the sand, and that's about it. 
The longer they stay, the more they get 
built up. It's incredible the s: 
guys make 
and have freedom of 
the hell we wanna have 
Stopping to see as many bases as he 
could, Bradshaw spent most of his days 
having lunch with the troops. In the 
evening, he and the others would put on 
a performance and then sign autographs 
into the night. In some places like Kabul, 
he was among the only entertainers to 
appear before the troops. For Bradshaw, 
the experience was an unforgettable one. 
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“Гуе always been a big fan of our 
military,” he says. “My father served, 
my uncles fought in World War II, my 
brother was a Marine. I loved being over 
there with the troops. They're just good 
guys. As soon as I met them, it was like 
I'd known them a long time. They're 
my kind of people. 

"It was eye-opening. Some of these 
guys are fighting every single day, which 
kind of surprised me. They've got a 
pretty big battle going on right now over 
there. While we were in Afghanistan, 
they had lost a couple of troops—one in 
a firefight, one to a grenade. It was sur- 
prising to me how much fighting they 
were actually doing. Basically, we were 
in a war zone.” 








April 2003 RAW MAGAZINE 





to use this example, but it's not some- 
thing like Vietnam, where they don't 
know exactly what they're fighting for, 
or if they're going to win. They know 
exactly what they're fighting for. Those 
guys bleed red, white and blue, and 
they're ready to go. They feel like for 
sure they're going into Iraq, and they're 
ready to do it. That's what they've been 
trained to do." 

While in Kuwait, Bradshaw found 
himself only a few miles from the Iraqi 
border. In Afghanistan, al-Qaeda fighters 
would sometimes cross the border from 
Pakistan and attempt to launch rockets 
into the camps. 

“I was shocked, and I keep up with 
what's going on;" Bradshaw says. “I was 
shocked at how much action was going 
on. I don’t think it's a matter of the mil- 
itary trying to keep this from the 
American people, I think a lot of times 
there's just so much going on that the 








"| certainly don't regret being outspoken,” 
Bradshaw says. “| back the troops, and | back 
America just as fully as | can, and | still have 
terrible opinions of everyone responsible for 
the terror attacks [of September 11, 2001]." 


Despite the dire circumstances, 
Bradshaw maintains that the morale 
among the men and women of Operation 
Enduring Freedom remains high: 

“It's amazing to see how good the 
morale is. The people really know why 
they're there. They know that they're 
fighting for the cause of freedom. I hate 


news agencies just don't bother reporting 
it. We saw troops going out every single 
day and night. I didn't expect it to be 
such a tense situation." 

Despite his very public opinions of al- 
Qaeda, Bin Laden and Saddam Hussein, 
Bradshaw maintains that he was not 
concerned for his personal safety. 


Bradshaw has always 
been a big supporter of 
the American military. 
His tour of Afghanistan 
was a way of honoring 
their defense of our 
freedoms. 








“They have bigger fish to fry,” he 
points out. “There's a lot bigger people 
than me who speak out against al-Qaeda 
and Hussein. I certainly don't regret 
being outspoken. I back the troops, and I 
back America just as forcefully as I can, 
and still have horrible opinions of every- 
one responsible for the terror attacks. 

"As far as the political statements I 
make, they're all pro-American. They're 
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"Whether you agree with my opinions or not, 
you have to believe in the military, because 
those guys simply are our soldiers. They're 
worthy of completely bipartisan support,” 


Bradshaw says. 


not pro-Republican or pro-Democrat. 
They're what I believe is best for 
America. If people disagree with that, 
that's fine. They're entitled to their opin- 
ion, just like I am. But whether you agree 
with my beliefs or not, you have to 
believe in the military, because those 
guys simply are our soldiers. They're 
worthy of completely bipartisan support.” 

On a more light-hearted note, 
Bradshaw also had to face a cold, hard 
reality of life in Muslim natio he 
prohibition of alcohol. During his stay 
in Kuwait and Afghanistan, the big 
Texan was unable to get his hands on 
so much as a lite beer. While stationed 
there, all U.S. soldiers must do without 
booze of any kind out of respect for 


the customs and beliefs of the country's 
citizens. Needless to say, the man was 
not happy about it. 

"My liver went into remission," he 
joked. "It was terrible. I understand that 
there's no alcohol allowed in a combat 
zone. But as far as a place like Kuwait 
that's not considered a combat zone, I 
don't believe that we should be bound by 
another country's traditions, because 
technically, that base is our soil. If the 
guys wanna have a cold beer, I think they 
should be allowed to have it. 

“TIl tell you what. You wanna get a 
war started with Iraq, just give these boys 
à bottle of Jack Daniel's, and I promise 
they'll invade the sumbitch by Saturday 
night!” m 
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By Mike Fazioli 


AND NOW 
YOU 
KNOW 


WHEN JOHN CENA SAYS HE'S KEEPING 
IT REAL, HE'S NOT KIDDING 
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JOHN CENAISA 
PREP SCHOOL 
GRAD AND WAS 
AN ALL-AMERICAN 
FOOTBALL PLAYER 
IN COLLEGE, AND 
IF YOU INVITE HIM 
TOAPARTY, DONT 
BE SHOCKED IF 
HE SHOWS UP 
STARK NAKED. 


hen you ask John Cena to talk 
bout himself, his face turns 
into a smirk and he gets a little 


gleam in his eyes. Before he utters a 
word, one gets the feeling that he's 
saying, “If you only knew 

"I'm real quiet until you get to know 
me,” he offers with a la And as he 
peels back the many layers of his per- 
sonality, it all eventually makes sense 
how a seemingly quiet, clean-cut guy 
from the small town of West Newbur 
Massachusetts, on the New Hampshire 
border, could become one of the more 
entertaining WWE personae in recent 
memory. 

Getting to know the real John Cena is 
one discovery after another. The Cliffs- 
Notes version goes something like this: 
His hip-hop persona on SmackDown! is 
legit, as are his all-original rhymes. He's 
a prep school grad and living proof that 
you don't need to be a thug or gangster 
o love hip-hop. He has a sense of humor 
that can best be described as completely 
and utterly gross. He doesn't drink or do 
drugs, and he hasn't missed a day in the 
gym since he was 13. He was an All- 
American football player in college, and 
if you invite him to a party, don't be 
shocked if he shows up stark naked. 

But other than that, he'll tell you with 
that smirk and gleam in his eyes that he's 
real quiet. 
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ena's pre-match raps are as 

real as his affinity for all things 

hip-hop. And just as his rapping 

hat launched his career in 

WWE, his early fascination with hip-hop 

drove him into the weight room and 
sparked a standout athletic career. 

“West Newbury t really a ‘down’ 


town. It's a small town where every- 
body knows everybody's business,” Cena 


s tried to do what I could to stand 
out like a sore thumb. The easiest way 
to do that was this: Everybody’s into 
heavy metal? Screw that, I’m into rap.” 

Not being the kind of guy who does 
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fway, Cena went whole-hog 
into the late-'80s rap scene and began 
sporting a Vanilla Ice-like fade—“at least 
a-foot-and-a-half-high, dyed on top and 
shaved on the sides,” he recalls—and 
MC Hammer-style baggy pants. He also 
started freestyle rapping, and fully admits 
that at the time he was “just awful... 
really horrible.” 

“At first, everybody laughed,” Cena 
says. “I'd do it at home and my dad and 
my brothers [Cena has four] would laugh 
at me and give me crap. 1 pretty much 
wanted to be the image of Vanilla Ice. 
This was when Ice was hot and you 


couldn't touch Hammer.” 

Cena got his wish, and then some. He 
indeed stuck out in the small town, but 
soon found that being the only Vanilla 
Ice in a middle school full of head- 

was potentially hazardous to 
lth. So, the 13-year-old Cena 
ked into the weight room, and hasn't 


both grew by leaps and bounds when 

he was sent to Cushing Academy, a prep 
chool in Ashburnham, Massachuset 

While talk of a New England prep school 





|| 


may raise tweedy mental images of Dead 
Poets Society, Cushing exposed Cena to 
a great deal more diversity than he would 
have ever found in West Newbury. His 
dorm housed several inner-city youths 
who earned scholarships, and Cena’s 
roommate was from the infamous South 
Central section of Los Angeles 
Cena thrived at Cushing, and won the 
“Ideal Cushing Boy Award,” given to the 
student who best exemplifies the school. 
‘Cushing was great, because I could 
finally be who I wanted to be,” Cena says. 
“We had a dress code for class, but 
nobody would laugh if I wore baggies. 














If I wanted to rock that style, half the 
kids there were rocking that style, so 
it didn't matter. The only times I got 
laughed at were when I went home for 





Finally, he wasn’t the only kid walking 
around in hip-hop gear and working the 
mic. One of the students on Cena's floor 
had two turntables and a microphone, 
and Cena became part of a group that 
gathered in that room during every study 
hall to work on their rhymes. 

“We always had vinyl 








with instru- 
mentals, and we’d take the mic and record 
“And it was 





Our own stuff” Cena says. 


awful, but we kept doing it over and over. 
And, like any skill, if you do it over and 
over, your brain gets used to it. Now, 10 
years later, it's second nature to me.” 
With the new comfort level, a few 
more layers of Cena's personality 
revealed themselves. It wasn’t long before 
the quiet kid was giving way to the real 
John Cena—the one who almost never 
says no to a dare. As a freshman, Cena 
walked into the dorm room of the senior 
football captain—clad only in a jock- 
strap, a construction helmet and a smile. 
Problem was, the captain was enter- 
taining his girlfriend at the time. 











RAW MAGAZINE April 2003 








25 





"I PUT FORTH A LOT OF EFFORT INTO MY LYRICS AND MAKE THEM 


Undaunted, Cena introduced himself to 
the girlfriend, carried on a brief conver- 
sation with the captain and made a 
cheeky exit. 

"The best way to get me to do some- 
thing like that is to tell me, "You won't 
do it," Cena says. “I used to wear these 
ridiculous costumes to parties. One of 
my favorites was a crushed velvet pimp 
outfit. Га do that, or I'd just go to the 
party and get naked. I'd take off all my 
clothes and just walk around like noth- 
ing was wrong. And I'd do it all totally 
sober—I don't drink or do drugs.” 

Fortunately for Cena, the captain took 
it all in good humor and didn't get him 
thrown off the football team. His weight 
training was truly coming to fruition, and 
before long, he was a standout center 
despite weighing in at just over 200 
pounds. 

Upon graduating from Cushing, Cena 
briefly considered a military career, but 
opted to attend Springfield College in 
Massachusetts. He beefed up to 240 
pounds and soon became a Division III 
All-American on Springfield's football 
team. 

Cena graduated college with a degree 
in exercise physiology, and took a job in 
Southern California to escape the bitter 
New England winters. He was working 
75 hours a week moving exercise equip- 
ment, “and basically,” according to him, 
"it completely sucked." But in a classic 
example of things happening for a 
reason, one of his Southern California 
friends was a wrestler for Ultimate Pro 
Wrestling (UPW), which was at the time 
affiliated with WWE. The door was 
open, and Cena was about to barge in. 


hroughout his childhood and 

| adolescence, from his Vanilla Ice 
days in middle school to Cushing 

and Springfield, sports-entertainment was 








a constant in Cena's life. In 1984, the 
seven-year-old Cena was rooting for 
Hulk Hogan against “Rowdy” Roddy 
Piper, and before long he and his friends 
were play-wrestling in the basement, with. 
à computer-paper championship belt at 
stake. 

“Growing up in the Northeast, I 
watched a lot of WWE, but we also got 
SuperStation WTBS, and I watched a 
lot of NWA as well,” Cena says. “I was 
always impressed by the big guys like 
Hogan. I watch old stuff now and like a 
lot of guys for different reasons. But back 
then I was into the huge guys—Hogan, 
Rick Rude, Butch Reed, Don Muraco, 
even guys like Billy Jack Haynes and 
Hercules Hernandez, all the guys who 
were just huge. I was a big fan of the 
Road Warriors and Magnum T.A., too. 
And Dusty Rhodes [whose jive patter 
probably played well with Cena's rap 
affinity] —who didn't like the Dream?" 

Cena competed in UPW from 
November 1999 until June 2001, when he 
was called up to Ohio Valley Wrestling 
(OVW), WWE's developmental territory 
in Louisville, Kentucky. There, Cena's 
athletic background and physique, along 
with his tireless work ethic both in the 
ring and in the gym, had people calling 
him the prototypical wrestler. Thus was 
born “The Prototype,” Cena's OVW 
persona. 

So successful was The Prototype that 
when Cena first came to SmackDown! 
in 2002, fans familiar with his work in 
OVW were somewhat disappointed to 
see him competing under his own name. 
He wasn't among the complainers. 

“Everybody still asks me, “When's 
The Prototype coming back?'" he says. 
"Like this more because it's me. Even 
when I was The Prototype, I would 
never refer to myself that way. Г.А refer 
to myself as me. I'm glad I'm using my 
name, even though it isn't as catchy as 


FUNNY AND ENTERTAINING AT THE SAME TIME, BUT THEY'RE 
ALSO CREATIVE,” CENA SAYS. “HIP-HOP IS MAINSTREAM NOW, 
WHETHER PEOPLE LIKE IT OR NOT” 


The Prototype. I’m just glad people 
know this is me and this is what I do." 

While his fans might have been dis- 
appointed to seé him leave his Prototype 
name behind, they couldn't have been 
anything but thrilled with his Smack- 
Down! debut on June 27, 2002, in which 
he locked up with the peerless Kurt 
Angle in a fantastic match. 

Cena was already growing by leaps 
and bounds in the ring by that time, and 
was given TV exposure with the likes 
of Angle and Undertaker, but he still 
needed that extra something to make 
his TV appearances memorable. On the 
way home from an international tour, 
Cena was sitting in the back of the plane, 
getting back to his second nature—free- 
style rapping. 

Cena’s not the only lyricist in the 
locker room. D-Von Dudley, referee 
Jimmy Korderas and Chief Morley, 
among others, can hold their own with 
him in the freestyle department. But little 
did Cena or anyone else know that with 
a little time-killing rapping on a long 
flight home, all the pieces were about 
to come together for the rookie. 

“I was just freestyling on the plane, 
and I just kept going and going—I was 
in a zone,” Cena says. “Someone heard 
it and passed it on. Soon I was asked to 
do it again for the creative team, and then 
it all started on the Halloween party on 
SmackDown! [in which Cena was 
dressed as Vanilla Ice and first broke 
out his rhymes for TV]. It's just grown 
from there.” 

Rhyming and rapping isn't new to 
WWE, as anyone who recalls Men on a 
Mission or Road Dogg's intros will tell 
you. Cena was given free rein to create 
his own rap promos denigrating the most 
popular Superstars on SmackDown! and, 
combined with the “old-school” pro 
sports gear he wears to the ring, he 
quickly found himself with one of the 
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most overbearing—and entertaining— 
personae in WWE. 

The rhymes are all original. Once 
Cena finds out who he will be competing 

ainst, he retreats to the upper levels of 
whatever arena SmackDown! is in that 
night and creates. The cheap 
what Cena calls “The Lab,” and it's where 
his years of freestyling are put to good 
use. 

And, although his rhymes and obnox- 
ious TV demeanor earn him a cascade of 
jeers from fans, Cena says he's delivering 
an important message through his per- 
sona. 

“It’s entertaining, but it's not some- 
thing corny like Men on a Mission,” Cena 
says. “You can get with it if 
like hip-hop. I put forth a lot of effort into 
my lyrics and make them funny and 
entertaining at the same time, but they’re 
also creative. The younger generation 
can get into it, Hip-hop is mainstream 
now, whether people like it or not. As 
much as some want to make it thug, it’s 
mainstream. There are a lot of non- 
street-raised kids out there now listening 
to hip-hop. Although people take the 


gimmick for a joke, it's just a good image 
to show those kids that you don't have 
to be a gangsta or a thug. You can come 


out, and if you’ve got skills, show your 
skills. You've just got to back up what 
you stand for and get behind it. 

“I grew up in a small town, I went to 

30,000 prep school, I have a college 
degree,” Cena adds. “I don't drink or do 
drugs. I’ve never hustled for anybody 
stolen anything from anybody. But I've 
got skills. I have a degree in exercise 
physiology from Springfield College. 
And I don’t care who knows that. 

“If people want to say that I'm not 
down and Tm not a thug, no, I didn't 
have to rob and shoot people to get where 
Iam. But can rock the mic, so give me 
the opportunity to rock the mic. Respect 
the art form rather than [say], “You have 
to have a thug background to be in the 
rap game.’ That's just what I’m showing 
the kids, which is something different." 

"Different" is something Cena knows 
all about. If you only knew... W 
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here are some misper- 
ceptions about Torrie 
Wilson's photo shoot 
for the May issue of 
Playboy that need to 
be cleared up. 

First off, rather 
than glamour and 
glitz, it's long hours 

of hard work and drudgery. Second. 
it didn`t involve big parties with Hugh 
Hefner at the world-famous Playboy 
mansion—Torrie saw neither the 
mansion nor Hef during her week 
in California. Third, and most 
importantly—yes, Mrs. Wilson— 
Torrie was nude. As in full-on, full- 
monty, birthday-suit nude. 

“My mom is not very excited about it,” Torrie says, slightly 
sheepishly. "She's super-conservative, [and] she's having a 
hard time with it. She came to visit me for Christmas, and I 
actually showed her a magazine of a celebrity profile. I 
showed her the cover, and then when I showed her the inside, 
the first picture she saw was showing breasts. She looked at 
me with total shock in her eyes and said, ‘Are you showing 
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your breasts?’ And I said, ‘Well, Mom, of course I am. It's 
Playboy.” And then the next picture was somebody's behind, 
and she said, “You're showing your behind, too?’ And I said, 
"Yes, Lam; and she wasn't very happy. She was so shocked. 
She couldn't fathom it. So then she put it down and walked 
out of the room, and that’s the last we've spoken of it. I'll let 
her see the cover, and that's it.” 








The safest bet in the world might 
be the fact that Torrie's mom is in the 
minority opinion on this matter. When 
the secret that Torrie would grace the 
cover and inside pages of the May 
issue of Playboy hit the streets, wild- 
fire excitement ensued among Torrie’s 
legion of male fans. Torrie is the third 
WWE Diva to pose for Playboy, fol- 
lowing former Divas Sable and Chyna, 
but her issue might very well be the 
most eagerly anticipated of all. 

Torrie says she's definitely feeling 
the pressure of being WWE's latest 
entrée into the pages of Playboy. The 
issues featuring Sable and Chyna were 
huge sellers—in fact, Chyna's cover 
was the biggest-selling issue in the 
long and highly successful history of 
Playboy. 

“To be honest, I’m really, really 
nervous about that whole thing,” 
Torrie says. “I feel like I have a lot 
of pressure to do at least as well as 
they did. It's nerve-wracking for me 
because Chyna and Sable were so 
much bigger stars than I am before 
they were shot for Playboy. They were 
mainstream stars, and the mainstream 
public hasn't really heard of me yet. 
I'm willing to do whatever it takes in 
terms of promotion. If I’m on the road 
30 days straight, then so be it.” 

Nervousness about sales figures 
and maternal reaction aside, Torrie 
came back from her shoot walking 
on air. She spent five 13-hour days in 
a photo studio in West Hollywood in 
January, getting things just right. 

They saved the best for last, 
shooting Torrie’s cover on the fifth 
and final day. In order to capture the 
right image for the cover, which was 
tentatively scheduled to be a pullout cover, the Playboy staff 
had Torrie jumping off a mini-trampoline to capture images 
of her in midair. Problem was, she was landing on the hard 
floor, which starts to smart once you do it a hundred or so 
times. 

“I must have jumped off that trampoline onto the hard 
ground about 200 times. By the end I was so beat,” Torrie 
recalls with a laugh. “Midway through it, I said, ‘I think I need 
a little pad to land on пом. I had been trying to be all tough 
before that. I definitely knew I was going to feel that the next 
day, and then I had to take the redeye to the pay-per-view 
[Royal Rumble, in Boston] the next day.” 

As it turned out, the trampoline landings and the long hours 
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were harder than the one thing that gave Torrie some moments 
of pause right before the shoot began—actually taking off her 
clothes for the camera. 

This was Torrie's first nude work. As a fitness model, she 
had done many bikini modeling shoots before joining WWE 
and gracing the pages of the W. Divas special magazines. 
And, as Torrie says, walking into an arena full of screaming and 
cat-calling fans while wearing next to nothing also helped 
prepare her for the big Playboy moment. But the full gravity 
of the situation didn't hit her until just about the last minute. 

"When we were flying in, as we were landing, I was 
thinking that I never actually thought too much about the fact 
that I was going to be nude.” Torrie says. “I was like, “There 
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F. Brock Lesnar" 


“F-5” Unleashed Fury” T-Shirt 
496025 525.00 

Also available in youth sizes М L 
#96026 522.00 

G. Scott Steiner” 
“Freakzilla”” T-Shirt 

#02002 525.00 


н. The Hurricane” 
“Comic Book” T-Shirt 
$09009 $25.00 

Also available in youth sizes M L 
#09010 $22.00 

k Kurt Angle” 
“Team Angle”” T-Shirt 
Grey. 


459024 525.00 


J. Rey Mysterio" "Wine Me, 

Dine Me, '619"' Me" T-Shirt 

Available only in sizes: L XL XXL 

#96020 $25.00 

K. Rob Van Dam" 

"Ball and Chains" T-Shirt. 

#97012 525.00 

L. Dudley Boyz” 

“Blood is Thicker Than Wood” T-Shirt 
#60015 $25.00 
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A. Trish Stratus” 
“Stratusfaction”” Logo Raglan Baby Tee 
White shirt body with black sleeves. 

100% cotton. Imported. Sizes: M L XL 
188053 525.00 


B. The Rock” 

“Hit It Strong” T-Shirt 

Black. 100% cotton, Imported. Sizes; M L XL XXL 
435289 $25.00 


C. Undertaker Red 

“Big Evil" T-Shirt 

Red. 100% cotton, Imported, Sizes: M L XL XXL 
#03118 525.00 


р. Rikishi™ 

“Piece of the 'Kish"" T-Shirt 

Black. 100% cotton. Imported. Sizes: M L XL XXL 
#84005 $25.00 





E. Chris Jericho” 

“Ass Clown™ T-Shirt 

Black. 100% cotton. Imported. Sizes; M L XL XXL 
#77029 $25.00 


F. Chris Benoit” 

“Toothless Aggression”” T-Shirt 

Black. 100% cotton. Imported. Sizes: M L XL XXL 
#87004 | $25.00 


G. Undertaker” 

“Big Evil”” Work Shirt 

Button down. Black. 65% polyester/35% 
cotton. Domestic. Sizes: M L XL XXL 
803121 $40.00 


H. The Hurricane” 
Baseball Jersey 

Comfortable button-down jersey in 
black/neon green. 100% nylon. 
Domestic. Sizes: M L XL XXL 
409011 545.00 


I. Rey Mysterio” "6197" 
Hooded Sweatshirt 

Black. 9096 cotton/1096 polyester. 
Domestic. Sizes: M L XL XXL 
#96019 — $40.00 


J. Undertaker* "Big Evil Red Devil" 
Hooded Sweatshirt 

Pullover. Black. 9096 cotton/10% polyester. 
Domestic. Sizes: M L XL XXL 

#03116 540.00 


K. Triple H Football Jersey 
Black/grey. 100% nylon. Domestic 
Sizes: M L XL XXL 

431062 $45.00 
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Y Official Replica 
Championship Belts 

Exact-scale replicas. Straps made of simu- 
lated leather. Fastens by snaps on each 
side, fits up to a 46" waist. Molded from 
actual title belts. 

A. \ Undisputed Championship 
Replica Belt Version #2 

Measures 4'8" L and weighs approx. 5 Ibs. 
Metal center is 10" H. Medallions are 
ornamented by 10 simulated diamonds 
(4 large and 6 smaller ones). 

400582 5239.00 

B. W Cruiserweight Replica Belt 
Measures 42" L and weighs approx. 4 Ibs. 
Center medallion measures 8" H. 

400583 5225.00 


М Throw Blankets 
Comfortable, snugly throws are the perfect 
Ey weight and size for taking to concerts, 
picnics, WWE" live events, or just wrap- 
Ping yourself up on the couch. Measures 
5' L x 4' W, and weighs approx. 2 Ibs. 
100% acrylic. Domestic 

C. Triple Н" Throw Blanket 

EI #064 535.00 
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= A D. The Rock” Throw Blanket 
i = 1 435288 | $35.00 
LLL E Ñ E Brock Lesnar” 


Throw Blanket 
496027 $35.00 


W Wall Clocks 
With these great looking wall clocks, you'll 
always know when to watch your favorite 
WWE" programs. Plastic shell with clear 
plastic window over black face. 8" diam. 
Uses one AA battery (not included). 
Imported. 
F. YI. Logo Wall Clock 
#00607 $10.00 
G. The Rock” “Brahma 
Bull™” Logo Wall Clock 
#35286 $10.00 
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LIMITED QUANTITIES AVAILABLE 


H. Kurt Angle” "You Suck"" Baseball Cap 
Weathered navy blue with embroidered design. 


100% washed cotton twill. Unstructured. 
Imported 
459019 12090 57.98 


1. W Diva Talent Scout T-Shirt 
Black. 100% cotton. Imported. Sizes: M L XL 
488037 125.00 59.98 


XXL 


J. Chris Benoit" “Rabid Wolverine”” T-Shirt 


Black. 10096 cotton. Imported. Sizes: M L XL 
#87003 52500 59.98 


KAL 


K. Stone Cold Steve Austin” Insulated Cooler 


Cooler holds a 12-pack, with separate 
compartment on top for sandwiches/snacks. 
Polyester with rubber straps and front-zipper 
pocket. Black, 11" x 81/4" x 111/2", 

#13269 | 54996 59.98 


L. W “Get the 'F' Out”” T-Shirt 


Black. 100% cotton. Imported. Sizes: L XL XXL 


#00517 | 52580 59.98 


M. Bradshaw” “Drink or Fight” T-Shirt 


Black. 100% cotton. Imported. Sizes: M L XL 
#74013 | $25-90 $9.98 


N. Brock Lesnar” 
“Next Big Thing"" T-Shirt 


XXL 


Black. 100% cotton. Imported. Sizes: M L XL XXL 


#96005 32590 $14.98 


O. The Rock” Basketball Shorts 
Black with screen-printed logo. 10" inseam. 
100% nylon mesh. Sizes: M L XL XXL 
#35275 | 52580 512.98 


P. W “Psych Ward” T-Shirt 
Black. 100% cotton. Imported. Sizes: M L XL 
#00511 32506 $9.98 


Q. HLA” T-Shirt 
Black. 100% cotton. Imported. Sizes: L XL XXI 
100567 32500 $9.98 


R. Bubba Ray Dudley” Bowling Shirt 


KAL 


L 


Billiard-design on front breast pocket; "Bubba 
Bomb" logo on back. Black with white accents. 


Rayon/cotton blend. Imported. Sizes: M L XL 
#60011 $4590 529.98 


S. Kurt Angle" "You Suck"" T-Shirt 


XXL 


Black. 10096 cotton. Imported. Sizes: M L XL XXL 


#59020 $2500 $9.98 
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W Superstar Pendants 
Silvertone pendants featuring the logos of two of 
WWE’s“ hottest young Superstars. 

A. Jeff Hardy" Logo B 
20" L black rope chain. Pendant, 11/2" W x 21/» H. 
375038 — $10.00 

B. Rey Mysterio" "6197" 

27" L link chain. Pendant, 2" W x 1" H 

496022 $10.00 
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c. Jeff Hardy” Logo Visor 
The perfect accessory to keep the sun out of your 
eyes when you're doing those high-flying moves 
Lime green with puff embroidered logo. Sandwich 
brim with Jeff Hardy embroidered signature and 
Velcro® strap. 100% brushed cotton twill 
Imported. 

#75037 $15.00 





D. Kane” Cuff Wristband 

The Big Freak'n Machine“ has changed his look— 
now here's the latest part of his new wardrobe. 
Faux leather with silvertone grommets. Embroidered 
Kane logo. Approx. 111/2" W x 5" H with adjustable 
Velcro* closure. One size fits most, from child- 

to adult-sized wrists. Imported. 

#44029 $10.00 





E. Triple H” Logo Baseball Cap 

In the game or out, this cap is “that damn 
good""! Triple H cross logo on front; “The 
Game™ Triple H” embroidered on back. Black. 
100% cotton twill. Imported. 

#31056 $19.98 


F. Rob Van Dam" Dragon Logo 
Baseball Cap 

Featuring RVD's own yin-yang dragon logo 
design. 100% brushed cotton. Imported. 
#97010 — $20.00 


G. The Hardy Boyz”: Exist 2 Inspire” 
The latest book in the WWE” Superstar bio series. 
Get to know the real Matt” and Jeff Hardy" in this 
tell-all book that takes you from their boyhood in 
rural North Carolina through the split up of the 
Hardy Boyz and the era of Mattitude". Hardcover. 
#75040 524.95 (SRP) 


H. W. Yearbook—2003 Edition 

From the incredible rise of Brock Lesnar”, the 
amazing return and spectacular triumph of Triple 
Н” to the brand extension and our hottest Divas— 
it's all jam-packed in this book. A must for any fan. 
Softback. 

#00605 $29.95 (SRP) 















і. Ў! Royal Rumble" 2003 
Video or DVD 

Can Kurt Angle” and Triple H” retain their 
respective titles? Who will ultimately win 
the Royal Rumble match and go on to 
WrestleMania"? 

Video Approx 165 min. 


#00601 519.95 
DVD Approx 195 min. 
$00602 $24.95 


J. W Divas Undressed” 
Video or DVD 
Catch the video that they said was too 
hot for TV! Take a walk on the wild side 
as you go behind the scenes of the 

Y Divas Undressed photo shoot. 
Video Approx. 152 min. 


#88044 514.95 

DVD Approx, 165 min. 
488045 $24.95 

K. Before They Were 
Superstars, Vol. 2 

VHS or DVD 


You know who they are inside the ring, 
now get to know who they were before 
they were famous, 

Video | Approx. 120 min. 


100603 | $14.95 

DVD Approx. 165 min. 

400604 | $24.95 

L. Best of W Confidential" 
VHS or DVD 


Go behind-the-scenes of WWE” with 
some of the hottest stories of the year. 
Video Approx. 120 min. 


#00595 514.95 
рур Арргох. 165 тіп. 
400596 519.95 


M. Triple H^ Poster 

What is а better motivator than this 
poster of the Superstar who is “that 
damn good”.” 24" x 36". 

#31055 $10.00 


W Divas Poster 

If a picture's worth a thousand words, 
you can double your pleasure and your 
vocabulary with our two lovely ladies. 
24" x 36". 

N. Stacy Keibler" 


488047 510.00 
O. Trish Stratus” 
#88046 510.00 


P. Ladies W Diva's Glitter Logo 
Thong Underwear 

With Diva's glitter logo on front. 

100% cotton. Domestic. Each $8.00 
Sizes: 5 МІ 

Віаск #88050 

Light pink/hot pink — 488049 ° 
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У Superstar Masks 
Plastic. 

A. Goldust" Mask 
#05013 $8.00 

B. Rey Mysterio” Mask 
#96008 $8.00 

C. Kane” Mask 


#44021 $8.00 
D. The Hurricane™ Mask 
#09003 $8.00 


W Action Figures 

WWE" ShopZone” exclusive! Perfect for 
play or display. Poseable. PVC and ABS. 
Approx. 61/2" H. 

E. Chris Jericho” 

#77028 $15.00 

F. The Rock" 

#35284 $15.00 

G. Undertaker” 

#03120 $15.00 

H. Hollywood Hulk Hogan™ 
#91267 $15.00 

| Triple H” 

#31063 515.00 


W Key Rings 
You'll never forget your keys again. 
Metal ring with PVC key fob with a cool 
raised surface. Dimensions: Kane, 2" L x 
21/2" W. Jeff Hardy and The Hurricane, 
21/2" L x 2" W; Rey Mysterio and Brock 
Lesnar, 17/2" L x 21/2" W; Triple Н, 13/4" L 
x2!b W). 


| Kane" “Big Freak'n 
Machine” 

#44025 56.00 

K. Jeff Hardy" Logo 
475035 56.00 

L5 The Hurricane" Logo 
#09007 $6.00 

м. Rey Mysterio” “West 
Coast Pop” 

#96016 56.00 

N. Brock Lesnar" "Here 
Comes the Pain”” 

496017 — $6.00 

o. Triple H^ Logo 
#31066 — $6.00 


P. Booker T" Stuffed Bear 

Can you dig it, sucka?" Wearing Booker's 
trademark gloves. 10" H. 

#98003 520.00 


Q. The Hurricane” Саре 

This makes а perfect complement to 
The Hurricane Mask (sold separately). 
Tie closure at neck. Green with screen- 
printed logo. 37" L, center back to 
bottom. 100% acetate, One size 

fits most. Imported. 

409004 512.00 


The Hurricane” Mask & Cape Set 


Buy the mask & cape together and 
409006 515.00 % 











































$ Mini Plush Dolls 
Cuddly, soft and huggable plush dolls featuring three of 
our most popular WWE” Superstars. Perfect for decorating 
a bed, desk or shelf. Or just holding onto while watching 
Raw” or SmackDown!” 9" H. 


A. Kane” 

#44027 | $10.00 

в. Rey Mysterio” 
#96021 $10.00 

c. The Hurricane” 


#09008 510.00 


= W. Bobblehead 
Figures 
Our newest collector bobble- 
head figures. The coolest thing 
2 H for desks or bookshelves, at 
work or home. Available in five 
new WWE" Superstars. Trish and 
< Stacy's hips bobble as well. 
Polyresin, 8" H x 3" W. 
D. Rey Mysterio” 
#96023 $15.00 
E. Trish Stratus" 
#88052 $15.00 
É F. Stacy Keibler" 
#88051 $15.00 
G. Rob Van Dam” 
497011 515.00 
H. Brock Lesnar™ 
#96024 $15.00 


МИ. Sipper Cups 
No one's going to mess with your choice 
of beverage (whether it's milk, fruit juice 
or soda) if our Superstars have anything 
to say about it. Includes straw. Holds 
16 fl. oz. PVC plastic. 
і. Triple H” 
331065 $10.00 
). Kane” 
#44026 $10.00 
K. The Rock” 
#35287 $10.00 
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are going to be all these people at the shoot—I hope I’m going 
to be comfortable with this.’ There was a stylist, makeup artist, 
hair stylists, and then there were photo assistants and the 
photographer. There were probably about eight people, men 
and women. I thought it would be unnerving.” 

"I knew I'd be comfortable with the photographer, but the 
two photo assistants were younger guys.” Torrie continues. 
"But they had been doing it a long time and had worked with 
à lot of Playmates, so they were used to it. When I finally 
took my clothes off, I was completely comfortable, because 
nobody looked at me. To them it was another day, another 
dollar. It was very common to them, and that made me feel 
very comfortable. After the first day, I was very comfortable.” 

Torrie's comfort in front of the camera stems from her years 
of modeling experience. At age 14, Torrie decided to pursue a 
career in fashion modeling. She even went as far as moving 
from her native Idaho to New York City at age 16 to chase 














her dream, but found the dog-eat- 
dog fashion world n't to her 
liking. From there, she began her 
successful career as a 
model. 

“I went to New York to pursue 
fashion modeling a little when I 
was 16, but it's a very scary world 
and I just decided not to do it. I 
got into fitness modeling, which 
vas a lot better,” Torrie says. "It's 
alot healthier. I could eat and work 
out and have a little muscle. I've 
had a lot of experience, which 
helped me with this. The experi- 
ence I've had modeling definitely 
helped me. I know how to pose 
my body and all that, and I took 
direction well from Arny Freytag, 
the photographer." 

As grueling as her week was, 
she was ebullient once it was all 
over. 

“It was awesome. It was just a 
blast,” Torrie says. “I got the full 
treatment, except I never met Hef. 
I was so busy. Id show up at 9:00 
a.m. for hair and makeup, and 
usually the day ended around 10:00 
p.m. I didn't get to go to the man- 
sion because we were so busy. I 
asked if I was going to be able to 
meet Hef that weekend, and they 
said probably not because we were 
going to be busy. Hopefully when 
the magazine comes out, ГІ be 
able to go back and meet him." 

As it turns out, the legendary 
Hef wasn't Torrie's only near-miss 
when it came to celebrity encounters. On the first day of 
Torrie's shoot, which took place in a building containing six 
separate studios, pop star Shakira was shooting in another 
room. And on Torrie's last day, pop princess Christina Aguilera 
was also shooting in the same building, but in a different 
room. Torrie missed out on meeting both stars, discovering only 
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after the fact that they were in the same building as she was. 

Of course, successful runs in the pages of the legendar 
Playboy often lead to bigger and better things—Playboy's 
first issue featured a young woman named Norma Jean 
Baker, who enjoyed later success as the sex symbol Marilyn 
Monroe. With that in mind, it's not out of the question that 
somewhere down the road, Shakira and Christina might say 
they were in the building when Torrie Wilson was shooting 
the cover of Playboy. 

But at this point, Torrie would settle for the chance to 
finally meet Hef. m 








RAW MAGAZINE April 2003 


35 








By Aaron Williams 





THE BIGGEST, SENIEST 
INTERVIEW EVER 


Kevin Nash Cuts Loose on 
the Old Days and Today 


Controversy. Wherever Kevin Nash goes, that word is sure to follow. The ques- 
tions—Is he good for business? Will he poison the locker room? Is he selfish?— 
will be asked. And the real answers to these questions will inevitably be bent, 
twisted and obfuscated to satisfy the needs of his detractors. 

Perhaps it's the price he pays for speaking his mind, or the cost of succeeding 
in a highly competitive and highly publicized business. Whatever the reasons, 
Nash knows that, truthful or not, bad things will be written about him. He'll be 
the first to admit that he's no saint, but if even half of the things that have been 
written about him were true, he'd have been finished a long time ago. 

When he was 16 and 6-feet-8 inches tall, his mother told him that 80 percent 
of the people in this world were going to hate him no matter what, given his size 
and the fact that he's got a brain. Now, he says, he's got four great friends in 
this business and considers himself pretty lucky. 

Kevin Nash is a likable guy, and if you don't like him, it's probably because 
as he says, you don't know him. Spend some time with him and the following 
things become clear: He loves what he does and has a great deal of respect for 
the business, even more so after sitting out several months rehabbing his 
injured quadriceps muscle. He considers it an honor to work for Vince McMahon 
and is happy to be back in WWE. He is grateful for his family and friends, and 
appreciates all the fans who have supported him over the years. And more 
importantly, he's a lot smarter and a lot more sincere than you think. 
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RAW Magazine: Let's start with your 
injured quadriceps. How bad was it? 
Kevin Nash: As far as all the injuries 
Гуе had, this was by far the most painful. 
When I awoke after surgery, the pain was 
excruciating. When you wake up and 
realize that they took the whole front of 
your leg off, it's pretty shocking. Then I 
was in a wheelchair for a while and felt 
pretty helpless. 


RAW: Did you ever think that your career 


was over? 


April 2003 RAW MAGAZINE 


Nash: It's funny. Even when I was just 
laying there in the back after I got 
injured, I remember looking at Vince and 
saying, "This wasn't my last match,” and 
him responding, “I didn't think it would 
be.” After you've been hurt so many 
times, you know it's going to be a long 
process coming back. You pretty much 
know what the rehab's going to be like, 








“Big Sexy” salutes the fans. Kevin 
Nash’s WWE career has run the gamut 
from Shawn Michaels’ bodyguard to 
WWE Champion to comeback kid. 
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and the pain that's going to be involved. 
The hardest thing was in the beginning 
and getting the range of motion back, 


which was by far the most painful part 


RAW: Did you get frustrated at all? 

Nash: I was frustrated at times because 
the gains don't come as quickly as you 
want them to. And you get lulls during 
your recovery process. I would be mak- 
ing a lot of progress, and then ГА hit 
periods where I'd go to two rehab ses- 
sions a day and the first one would just 
be trying to get rid of the swelling from 


the previous day's session. Finally, my 





kneecap realigned and the swelling went 
away, and I started making real progress. 


When you've got 40ml of swelling in 





your knee joint, you're pretty much | 
screwed | 

| 
RAW: How did you spend your time | 
away from the ring when you weren't | 
rehabbing? | 


Nash: I was in Birmingham for about | 


three-and-a-half months, and then I came 





home to Florida and was able to spend | 
time with my son and rehab there. I 
found a great rehab specialist named 
Randy Thomas, and he told me that a lot 
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of my problems were with my other leg. 
So, I really had to relearn how to walk 
properly. I had picked up so many bad 
habits over the years that I would never 
get better unless I corrected them as well 
as rehab the torn quad. 

I'd basically take my son to school, 
then go to the gym and then to rehab. 
Then ГА pick up my son from school, and 
spend some time with him. At night I'd 
do some cardio work. It was a pretty 
structured schedule from about 7:00 a.m. 
to 11:00 p.m. 


RAW: 
a structured existence? 
Nash: For me, it was like [the Bill 





Was it difficult for you to live such 


Murray movie] Groundhog Day. When 
you've been living the lifestyle that Гуе 
lived over the years, being in a different 
city every night and always on the go, it 
was really difi 
thing that I needed to do. It gave me time 
to reflect and get my head right, to figure 
out what’s important to me, and then 
move forward. 





rent. But, it was some- 


RAW: So do you feel better now? 
Nash: Absolutel; 
fast in life that you never get a chance to 
sit back and think about what": 
and what's really important. To a degree, 








Sometimes, you go so 








going on 


working in sports-entertainment becomes 
a job. When it's taken away from you 
though, you realize that this is a huge part 
of your life. It defines who I am as much 
as anything 





RA 
more? 

Nash: I think so. I’m definitely hungry 
to get back. At this stage, I've realized 
that I probably don't have too much time 
left in the business, so every minute 


* Do you appreciate the business 


means more. When you're younger, it's 
much easier to take the fans and the pop. 
[they give you] for granted. When it's 
taken away from you, you realize how 








Nash prefers to make his mark in sports- 
entertainment as the “anti-hero,” and his 
characters have lived up to that rep. 


much it means to you. It's one thing to 
walk away on your own terms. It`s 
another when it's taken away and you're 
not ready for it to be. It's a whole dif- 
ferent matter. 








RAW: Did you watch WWE program- 
ming while you were out? 
Nash: Yeah. It was hard in the 
ning. I had the office send the tapes to 
me because I wanted to keep up with 
what was going on, but it was hard. In 
the beginning, I would just watch the 
segments that Triple H and my other 
friends were in. 


begin- 





RAW: In recent months, Triple H has 
received some criticism in the dirt sheets 
and on the internet. What are your 
thoughts about that? 

Nash: I don't understand what the crit- 
icism is. Is it that he works too hard? 
That he's the best guy we have? That 
he's a professional? When I watch the 
show, he shines week in and week out. 
I think the thing about this business is 
that once you get in it, and start to get 
popular, the internet fans get behind you 
and ask when are you going to get your 
chance. All of a sudden, you get a big 
push and become a megastar, and with 
that comes power. Anybody who can 
kind of call their own shots and has 
some power, the "smart" fans hate. Now 
you've become a Superstar and eclipsed 
what they thought you could be, and you 
become the Antichrist to them. 

How is that possible? AII Triple H is, 
is the best guy we have. He can have 
a good match with anybody: I think 
another thing is that he is so good at his 
character that people think that that's 
really him. In reality, he's one of the 
nicest human beings that anyone will 
ever meet. But because some people 
get so involved in his character, they 
think that's how he really is, and they 
grow to dislike him based on that alone. 


RAW: Another guy who received some 
criticism in the past few months was 
Stone Cold Steve Austin. When he left 











WWE a lot of people bashed him, but 
you weren't one of them. How did you 
feel about that whole situation? 

Nash: To me, the guys bashing him never 
had to carry the load. You've got a locker 
room full of guys saying, "I can't believe 
he left;" and it's the same guys who are 
saying that the guys on top have been 
holding them down. When we were out, 
I didn't see anyone grab the ball and 
run and score a touchdown. I didn't see 
anyone pick up that slack. 





Guys in the top spot continue to stay 
there for a reason. It's not that the other 
guys aren't talented. There's not a guy 
on the roster that's not incredibly talented, 
but there are a lot of things that go into 
being on the top rung. There's a reason 
why "Taker is where he is—the guy is 
believable. He is a bad Believability 
is a huge factor. If you're a small guy, 
people have a hard time believing that 
you can beat one of the bigger guys. 
There's a pecking order in life, there's 
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a pecking order in society, and there's 
a pecking order in our business. That's 
just the way it is. 


RAW: Is there a generation gap between 
some of the newer guys and some of the 
people like yourself, Undertaker, Austin 
and others who have been around a long 
time and been through a lot? 

Nash: I think the biggest thing is that 
the guys you just mentioned were in 
the business when we worked 17 days 
on and 13 days off. The business was 
different. Those guys were your family 
because you spent way more time with 
the boys than with anyone else. And, the 
business was down; so in order to make 
money you had to run it like that bec; 
the profit margin was so much lower than 
it is now. 

I walked into WWE when Hogan was 
walking out the door, and we had to 
build all new stars. I remember "Taker 
breaking ribs and putting a flak jacket 
on and not missing a shot, flying all day 
to Israel. He and I sleeping side-by-side 
on a tiny locker-room bench. This was 
back when he was the Deadman and he 
couldn't let his character show pain. 
He was working with Yokozuna and 
Yoko's giving him a Samoan Slam, and 
"Taker couldn't let it hurt him. I don't 
even know how he could sit up with 
a couple of broken ribs and a flak 
vest, Everybody worked hurt. Everybody 
worked every night. It was just differ- 
ent because we were trying to dig the 
business out. A lot of the guys here now 
broke into packed houses. I remember 
when I first came back and a lot of the 
guys would say, "We've got a horrible 
house,” and Га be like, “It looks pretty 
good to me.” I’ve wrestled in Philadelphia 
in front of 1200 people. Now that’s a 
horrible house. 





se 





RAW: Is there any difference in the locker 
room now than when you first came back 
with Scott Hall and Hollywood Hulk 
Hogan in 2002? 

Nash: I think Im part of the team now. 
Before, I was an outsider. I think the 
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Agressive, forthright and brutally honest outside the ring, Kevin Nash has expressed 
those same qualities throughout his entire body of work in sports-entertainment. 








guys want to see me come back. Nobody 
wants to see anyone get hurt out there. 


RAW: Is it more comfortable for you? 
Nash: I was fine in Los Angeles, when 
I first came back in 2002. If people don't 
like me, then they don't know me, 
because that's the only reason you won't 
like me. I’m a pretty likable human being. 
I don't have any malice towards anyone. 

I remember when I came back last 





year and Austin had heard through the 
newsletters and other people that I was 
an a****** He thought that I had 
changed since we were riding around 
together. Then we had a pretty long night 
in Rockford, Illinois, where we had to 
work until like three in the morning. He 
said “Man, you're the same guy I went 
up and down the road with." I said, 
“What did you expect?" He said, “Well, 
you hear stuff in this business, and you're 
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not around here. I thought you were a 
f'na* "I said, “No, I’m still me.” 





I don't think anyone really changes too 
much. I've seen a couple of guys get big 
heads, but that's about it. 


RAW: What are some of the biggest dif- 
ferences between WWE now and when 
you were WWE Champion in 1994-95? 
Nash: To me, it's how big WWE is. 
Globally, we're so much bigger. The 





business was down when I first came 
here, and it's a bit down from its high a 
few years ago. But the business being 
down now is still so much higher than 
when I was Diesel. 


RAW: When you went to WCW, you and 
Hall really changed the business by 
bringing the anti-hero to the forefront. 
Did you guys consciously plan to change 
that dynamic or were you just being 
yourselves and it caught on? 

Nash: The one thing is that the Kliq 
used to sit in our car and talk about our 
direction. There are two things that sell: 
sex and violence. Any time our busine: 
gets real hot and does huge numbers, 
the microscope gets back on it, and it 
usually gets toned down. Back then, we 
knew we had a small moment to be ultra- 
violent. 





They asked us what we wanted to do, 
and we said that we just wanted to be 
thugs. We only had two guys. 

Eric Bischoff told me that he didn't 
see much difference between WCW and 
WWE, and I told him, “Two of the top 
WWE guys have come into your orga- 
nization and said they are taking over, 
and the people believe that the two of 
us could do it.” If Sting and Lex Luger 
would come to WWE, the people would 
think they were going to get eaten alive. 
Because we were New York guys, people 
thought that we could come down and 
kill the guys in WCW. 

Pve always equated the WCW push 


Being out of the limelight and in rehab for 
over a year was perhaps the hardest thing 
Nash has had to endure in his career. 





when we were hot with the New York 
Mets. WWE was always the Yankees; 
WCW was the Mets. Then like anything 
else, egos jumped in and people didn't 
want to do business. It was a good sit- 
uation because I think what happened 
was that we pushed WWE and Vince 
McMahon. And when you put any fight 
in him, he's going to come out ahead. 


RAW: Did you and Hall have a feeling 
that you were embarking on something 
different? 
Nash: I thought so. Even when I was 
here as Diesel and talking to Vince near 
the end of my first run here, I could see 
things changing. We both saw the movie 
Heat, and I mentioned that I wanted to 
change the Diesel character. Babyfaces 
had always been like when Luger was 
the red, white and blue clean-cut 
guys. I felt that the anti-hero was where 
society was going, 
I remember talking to Vince and ask- 
ing him about who he rooted for in the 
movie Heat. Did you want [Robert] 
DeNiro or [Al] Pacino?” I asked. And 
he said, “DeNiro.” And I said, “He was 
the heel" And he said, “Yeah, you're 


here 














right. He was the heel.” But he was cool, 


and he was sort of babyface because the 








story made him babyface. Vince kind of 
let me go with that and let me cut a promo 
saying that my year with the title was the 








worst year of my life and so on, and I 
dragged the belts and kind of changed 
the way it was done. We just kind of 
took that and ratcheted it up with the 
Outsiders. We made it a bit more violent. 


RAW: What went through your mind 
when Eric Bischoff showed up here? 

Nash: I didn't know he was coming. 
Hogan and I had pitched him coming in 
when we first arrived to try and get more 
of a poison coming in. We were told 
“maybe later.” When he showed up, 
though, it was a surprise. The biggest 
surprise to me was when I walked into 
Nassau Coliseum for SummerSlam and 
saw Eric and Vince talking to each other. 





s talent now, but he was 
my boss for six years. 


It's weird. E 


RAW: There's been a bit of controversy 
lately about W. Tough Enough. Does it 
harm the business? Does it expose too 
much? How do you feel about the show? 
Ni 
concept is good. Reality shows sell, 





To me, it's a situation where the 


and we're a business. Im sure it brings 
revenue to the company, so from a busi- 
ness standpoint it’s a good thing, a plus. 
As far as exposing the business, they 
teach the contestants how to do the 
mechanics of wrestling, and the show 
demonstrates that it's not that easy to 
do what we do. 
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RAW: So you think that it might actually 
make people admire what you do more? 
Nash: I just think that people need to 
realize that you can win and get the 
contract, but that doesn't mean you'll 
really make it full-time in WWE. There 
have been so many people in and out of 
the locker room in the 15 years I’ve been 
around. It's one thing to get your foot 
in the door, it's another to actually con- 
tribute. Maven seems to be very level- 
headed. He's a nice guy; he's improved. 
I think the same of Christopher 
Nowinski, and they've both got a chance. 

I don't hold any animosity towards 
these people because they haven't so- 
called “paid their dues.” My position is, 
“Go ahead, take my spot. I’m not going 
to give it to you. If you're better than I 
am, take my spot." Everybody signs his 
own contract, everybody makes his own 
deal. I don't have enough real estate in 
my brain to worry about that. It's not 
going to make or break my day. Г т 
going to make or break my day. Get in 
my way, and if I get the chance, I'm 
going to eat you. That's the way I am. 
If you can take it away from me, great. 
But I haven't seen many yet who 
can. 
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RAW: Have you ever given any thought 
10 writing a book? 

Nash: The thing is, I wouldn't want to 
write a book unless I could tell it like it 
really was and is. I’ve got a six-year-old 
son, and I’ve got more skeletons in my 
closet than Arlington Cemetery has. I 
don’t want to open that up. If he wants 
to ask me questions when he’s 16 or 17, 
and I can look at him and say, “Yeah, 
there are a couple of things I did that I 
shouldn’t have. I’ve made a lot of mis- 
takes in life and done a lot of things I 
shouldn’t have.” But since this injury 
happened, I’ve been able to look back 
and say maybe this is God's way of say- 
ing, “Clean up your life and make better 
decisions.” I’ve tried to limit my con- 
sumption of alcohol, and I’ve tried to 
clean up my life, 

The injury was fortunate in a way 
because I was able to spend a lot of time 
with my son. I’ve been fortunate that 
although I'm separated from my wife, 
Гуе always been able to spend time with 
him. With the injury, I was able to spend 
a lot more. 














RAW: When you come back and wrestle, 
does й make any difference that he'll be 





able to watch now? 

Nash: Yes, it does. I think that I’ll take 
him on the road this summer and let him 
know what his dad does. When he’s with 
me, he sees all these people come up to 
me and he sort of knows why, but not 
really. He asks why people come up to 
us all the time when we’re out. Why do 
we get to go inside the clubhouse when 
we go to ballgames? I don’t think he 
really understands that. Once he sees that 
people come to our shows and scream 
and have a good time, and that’s why 
we have the things that we have and are 
able to live like we do, he’ll be better 
for it, He needs to understand where this 
all came from and why I’m so protective 
of him. Plus, when I was a kid I used to 
love going to work with my dad, I'm 
looking forward to it. Who knows? 
Maybe he'll get the bug and want to lace 
up his boots some day. 


RAW: You've been called just about 
everything—good and bad—over your 
career. How would you describe yourself? 
Nash: Let me put it to you this way: If 
I go to your house for dinner, take two 
bites, and it tastes like old underwear, 
I'm not going to finish it. m 
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Lance's Literary Drive Encourages Fans to Get Reading 


la iii | | 










“Here’s a guy who climbs into the ring and slams people around (or 

gets slammed around) but that’s not all that he’s about,” said F. Paul 
Wilson, whose The Tomb was selected for the club late last summer. “He’s 
also a thoughtful person who reads instead of plopping himself down 
in front of the tube or playing a video game. It says to his fans that it’s 
okay to be seen with a book in their hands.” 
Seeds for the book club were planted in 1992, when Storm competed 
in Europe for six months with no access to TV or radio. “I had 
huge quantities of downtime and absolutely nothing to do,” 
Storm said. 

His wife sent him books, including those by David Morrell, 
whose First Blood series was made into the Rambo movies 
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starring Sylvester Stallone. 

"[My wife] was a big fan of his—I 
wasn't yet,” Storm said. “So I started 
reading a bunch of his stuff and fell in 
love with it.” 

Storm posted his appreciation for 
Morrell’s work on his website. When a 
mutual friend realized that Storm was a 
fan, she arranged for Morrell to send an 
autographed copy of Black Evening to 
Storm. 

“When Lance sent me a thank-you 
note, we exchanged e-mail addresses 
and have been corresponding often since 
then,” said Morrell. “Needless to say, I 
was delighted that he enjoyed my work. 
Pve been doing this for more than 30 
years and always enjoy discovering new 
fans. In this case, it's a celebrity fan—a 
great kick in the pants.” 

The autographed book was also а 
great kick for Storm, t led to the 
creation of “Book Mark: 

“I ended up mentioning [the auto- 
graphed book] in a commentary on my 
website, and books and authors became 
the topic of the month,” Storm said. 
“This was right around the time that 
Oprah was shutting down her book club. 
A friend of mine was talking to me and 
said, “With all this book talk, you could 
be the next Oprah with a book club.’ I 
thought, “Why not? There are a lot of 
things you can promote and do. І enjoy 
reading. Why not promote reading and 
literacy 

Storm soon got in contact with 
another author, Janet Evanovich, after an 
infamous but good-natured book poll 
scandal on Storm's website—it's safe 
to say Evanovich's One for the Money 
wouldn't have won without a little 
“help” from the Evanovich family. “Yes, 
we cheated in the best heel tradition,” 
Evanovich says. But today there exists a 
great friendship between the Storm fam- 
ily and the Evanovich family, according 
to the author. She's even included WWE 
Superstars in her books. 

“Lance, Kurt Angle and The Rock 
have been mentioned,” Evanovich said. 
“Plus there are one or two hidden 
Hurricane references. They are some 
of my favorite WWE Superstars.” 

Through Morrell and Evanovich, 
Storm was put in touch with several 
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Lance Storm shatters the “jock” 
stereotype by promoting literacy and 
hosting his own book club on his website. 


other writers. The network is continu- 
ally growing, giving Storm the luxury of 
picking novels for “Book Marks” only 
if the author agrees to participate. 

A new novel is selected every two 
months. Anyone can take part in the 
club—there's no signing up. The only 
requirement is that participants actually 
read the book. Then, if they wish, they 
can write a short review and e-mail it to 
Storm. He sends the comments to the 
author. 

“What really pleased me was the 
intelligence and diligence that most peo- 
ple put into their reactions to the book,” 
said Morrell, who has had two of his 
works, Brotherhood of the Rose and 

















Long Lost, reviewed by the club. 

The author sends in his or her feed- 
back as well, and it's all posted on 
Storm's site. Discussion continues on 
Storm's comment board 

“I even have a separate AOL screen 
name that I use for the club, and if [par- 
ticipants] send in a review, I encourage 
them to send in a screen name,” Storm 
said. "If I'm online and I see their name, 
I usually chat with them a little bit, 
talking about books, or anything else for 
that matter.” 

Storm said he gets one to three dozen 
reviews for each book, depending on the 
time of year. 

"And there's a lot of people I know 








who read the books that don't send in 
reviews—too self-conscious, I guess, 
to have their words posted,” he said. 
“So how many people actually read the 
books? I have no idea.” 

But the anecdotal evidence is that 

more people are reading due to Storm's 
efforts. 
Evanovich, Morrell and Wilson all 
say traffic has increased on their web- 
Sites and that visitors are mentioning 
Storm. 





“T know for sure that Lance is making 
an impact on readers.” Morrell said. “All 
of a sudden, I’ve gotten a huge number of 
visitors to my website (davidmorrell.net), 
because of the book club. His fans have 
gotten in touch with me to say that what 
Lance wants from them, he gets, and if 
that involves reading, they're ready to 
sign up." 

Wilson said that, while each newly 
released novel in his "Repairman Jack" 
series sells better than the last, the 
demand for his most recent, The Haunted. 
Air, “took a quantum leap.” The limited 
first-edition sold out, and the trade edition 
went back to press. "I'm sure ‘Book 
Marks' contributed to some of that," 
Wilson said. 

Storm has also gotten a handful of 
e-mails from young people who said that 
the idea of reading for entertainment 
never crossed their mind until “Book 
Marks" came along. 

"One [e-mail] in particular was from 
à kid who read One for the Money," 
Storm said. "He said it was the first 
novel he had actually gotten through— 
he has attention deficit disorder, It was 
the first time he was inspired enough to 
sit down and put in the effort to read a 
whole book.” ñ 

Of course, young people who read 
frequently tend to do better in school. 
Storm found this out firsthand when he 
sent an instant message to a young man 
who had participated in “Book Marks.” 

“It turned out to be his mom,” Storm 
said. “And she was just thrilled to death, 
saying his grades have improved, [and] 
he's a better student, all because he's 
been inspired by me to read and so forth. 
She was just ecstatic. 

“It's really rewarding to know that 
you can touch and affect people—or 


even just one or two people—in that 
way. I've affected their entire family. 
His mom's happy that he's doing well 
in school. I've gotten e-mails from dads 
and teachers thanking me for being a 
role model. It's hard sometimes to tell 
kids to read. Telling them and leading 
by example makes it easier.” 

The club has also given Storm the 
opportunity to take part in situations 
not normally associated with wrestlers. 
Last year, he found himself exchanging 
e-mails with a teacher from Timmins, 








Ontario, who said his class was about 
to start a novel study, Storm agreed to 
participate. The students read the selected 
book, Lawrence Block's The Burglar 
in the Closet, and sent their reviews to 
Storm, 

“There were a couple of girls who 
actually cried when they saw that their 
words were posted on my website and 
that I had personally responded,” said 
Storm, who'll be working with the 
Timmins teacher for two semesters this 
year. 

"I'm hoping to get a couple more 
schools involved. The teacher said it 
made a real impact on his students, and 
the principal was impressed, and was 
going to pitch it at a principals' confer- 
ence in Toronto, mentioning that it was 


Want to start reading 


really working out well having a 
celebrity-type person providing encour- 
agement to students.” 

Storm was also able to entertain in a 
different genre last spring. Explained 
Evanovich, “I had a special stage show 
in New York for the release of Hard 
ght. We had tour movies, a live band 
and actors playing the p: 
characters in scenes from the books, 
Lance played the parts of Ranger and 
Diesel, He was fantastic! At one point, 
the women in the audience made him 
take off his shirt. After the show, Lance 
and I signed books and took pictures 
with people. It was a lot of fun, and 
how many WWE Superstars can actu- 
ally say they performed in a Broadway 
show?” 

For Storm, it's all about encouraging 
people to read, Already one of the most 
respected Superstars in sports-entertain- 
ment, Storm is earning the respect of 
the literary community through “Book 
Marks.” 

“I know of few people who have 
gone to such lengths to promote reading 
and to stimulate minds,” Morrell said. 
“My contacts in the publishing world 
were equally surprised, with the conse- 
quence that Lance's book club was the 
subject of many office discussions.” ш 
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Lance recommends that 


you storm to your local bookstore and check 
out the following authors: 


David Morrell: “My favorite author ar 
like Morrell. Look for The Protector tt 


F. Paul Wilson: 
horror and sci-fi. From The Tomb to 
and better.” (www. repairmanjack.coı 
Janet Evanovich: "Не 

out loud. | 

Plums.” (www.evanovich.com) 


Lee Child: *Child's 
me hooked after the 
(www.leechild.com) 


first ser 


Lawrence The ‘Bernie Rhode! 
to my f Bernie 


(www. lawrenceblock.com) 
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id creator of Rambo. No one dot 
пів spring." (www.davidmorrell.net) 
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Jimmy & Johnny Valiant 


by keith elliot greenberg 














Blood 
Brothers 


Decades After Their 

Big Run, The Valiants 
Look Back With Fondness 
On Their In-Ring Careers 


Johnny Valiant 

“I shared hotel rooms with Andre 
the Giant quite often,” Luscious Johnny 
Valiant begins, his mouth slightly cocked 
to one side, as he peers over the audience 
wedged into a basement room to hear the 
WWE Hall of Famer's standup comedy 
routine. “I don't know about you people, 
but there's something about being at the 
Marriott at three o’clock in the morning, 
and you have a naked giant next to you, 
and he says the two most dangerous 
words in the world.” Valiant stretches his 
vocal chords, mimics a French accent, 
and cracks his voice on the final syllable: 
"I'm lonely. 

"You wake up 45 minutes later, and 
he's having a wrestling match with him- 
self. And he's winning." 

Upstairs at Niagara, a hipster joint on 
Avenue A in Manhattan's East Village, 
the bar is sprinkled with aspiring artists 
and part-time filmmakers wearing nose 
rings, pork pie hats and geometric 
glasses. Downstairs, in the faux tiki bar 
where Johnny regularly performs, there's 
a smattering of underground types and 
more than a few graying fans who were 
regulars at Madison Square Garden 
nearly 30 years ago, when Johnny and 
Jimmy Valiant were WWE tag team 
titlists. The crowds mix relatively well, 
even when one spectator becomes so 
enlivened by his up-close view of an 
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actual wrestler that he interrupts Valiant 
in mid-thought. 

“What was the toughest tag team you 
ever wrestled?” the man booms through 
the room. 

Johnny's reply is so fluid, it almost 
seems staged: “My ex-wife and her 
attorney.” 


Jimmy Valiant 
In Shawsville, Virginia, just outside of 
Roanoke in the Blue Ridge Mountains, 
“Handsome” Jimmy Valiant already has 
a plaque commemorating his final match, 
more than a year and a half into the 
future. “I started in 1964, and my goal 
is to have 40 years in the business,” 
ays Jimmy, who makes it a point to 
це every Saturday night оп the indy 
"I've booked my retirement match 
aid Fee US chisha Day 2004 
in Greenville, South Carolina." 
Jimmy is giving a tour of his wrestling 
school (he recently opened a second 






academy in Lancaster, South Carolina) 
and Hall of Fame Museum, featuring his 
ring attire and flamboyant street wear, 
as well as a pair of bronzed wrestling 
boots. He still has the 1974 limousine 
the Valiant Brothers used, and a number 
of vehicles from his years as the “Boogie- 
Woogie Man" in the National Wrestling 
Alliance (NWA): a Boogie-Woogie 


station wagon, three-wheel chopper, dune 
buggy and Harley—along with a replica 
of the Statue of Liberty, since Jimmy 
liked to bill himself as "the Boy from 
New York Cit 

The facility seems more like 
a commune than a boot camp, with 
the long-bearded vegetarian regularly 
embracing his wife Angel, her daughter 











(Left) Johnny Valiant holds court at a 
Manhattan club. (Above) Jimmy Valiant 
and his wife Angel in front of his students. 
(Right) Valiant watches his charges go. 
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Kelly, and Kelly's husband Mike 
Williams, a onetime student who now 
wrestles alongside Jimmy at small shows. 
When an apprentice misses a move in 
the ring, Valiant often hugs him, explains 
what went wrong, and reminds the 
youngster that he's capable of achieving 
anything he wants in life. 

“These kids come here and get 
love and knowledge from me,” the 60- 
year-old legend says within earshot of 
his pupils. “Some of them might not 
have had it growing up. But they get it 
from me.” 


Johnny 

Like most Americans his age, Johnny 
Valiant remembers exactly where he was 
on November 22, 1963, when he learned 
that President John F. Kennedy had 
been shot in Dallas, Texas. He was a 
student at Fishburne Military Academy 
in Waynesboro, Virginia. He also recalls 
the name of the cadet who was situated 
next to him: Vincent Kennedy McMahon. 

“We played baseball and football 
together,” says the 56-year-old Valiant. 
also a pretty good amateur 
wrestler. Vince was definitely one of 
the guys, but he stood out, He was very 
self-assured. He was a leader, never a 
follower.” 

Once, in the heat of a game, Johnny— 
then known as Thomas Sullivan— 
plunked McMahon in the head with the 
ball. It’s something the WWE Chairman 
apparently never forgot. “I remember 
passing Vince in the dressing room at 
Madison Square Garden,” Valiant says. 
“He told me, ‘See, you're responsible for 
the way wrestling's turned out.” 












Jimmy 

Around the time Thomas Sullivan 
clunked the future WWE owner in the 
head, Jimmy Valiant was trying to work 
his way into the wrestling business, 
He was Jim Valen then, a native of 
Hammond, Indiana, who'd managed to 
land a job at a health club in Calumet 
City, Mlinois, patronized by a number 
of former grapplers. Jimmy ended up 





Years after his in-ring heyday, Jimmy Valiant can still summon up the old charisma that 
made the “Boogie-Woogie Man” a sports-entertainment icon. 








training with Frank Zella—who'd been 
billed as Boris Volkoff, brother of the 
original Nikolai Volkoff, Steve Gob— 
and former NWA heavyweight champion 
Bobby Managoff. Valen debuted as 
Jimmy Valentine, then became Jimmy 
“The Body” Valentine, a bleached blond, 
cocky heel who worked around the 
Midwest. In 1969, Dallas promoter 





Fritz Von Erich, noting the similarity 
between Jimmy and bleached blond 
superstar Johnny Valentine, rechristened 
the kid “Handsome” Jimmy Valiant. 
By 1970, he was working for WWE 
and became embroiled in an explosive 
storyline, teaming with and then turning 
against the extremely popular Chief Jay 
Strongbow—punishing him with the 





April 2003 RAW MAGAZINE 





TM 





MONDAY NIGHTS 
9PM ET / 8PM CT 


4 





ki 
| 
| 
| 


The National Network 


CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR YOUR TNN CHANNEL! 


©2002 WORLD WRESTLING ENTERTAINMENT, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 


54 


legends 








“Luscious” Johnny's fans still flock to his appearances for autographs and for a dose of 
the famous Johnny Valiant wit, which made him a great manager in WWE. 





sleeper hold that Valiant had reportedly 
learned from his partner. Valiant was 
given a manager, the garish Grand 
Wizard, and began coming to the ring 
to entrance music—an uncommon touch 
in the days when wrestling was not yet 
sports-entertainment. 





Johnny 

After military school, Johnny also 
began considering a career in the ring 
Home in the Pittsburgh area, he gath- 
ered up the courage to knock on the 
door of then-WWE Champion Bruno 
Sammartino and ask for wrestling tips 
To the boy's surprise, Sammartino invited 
him in, and Johnny eventually found 
himself working as Johnny Sullivan, 
John L. Sullivan and other names— 
ly, on the same cards as Jimmy 





After his s sful run in WWE, 
Jimmy was cycling his way through 
other territories. In Ontario, he finally 
took notice of the eager Pennsylvanian, 
and decided that they might work well 
as tag team partners. 

“Bobby Heenan was managing me 









in Indianapolis,” Jimmy says, “and we 
started talking about my brother Luscious 
Johnny on TV. Every week for five 
weeks, we'd say, ‘My brother's coming 
in, my brother's coming in.’ We drove it 
into people's minds, so when we walked 
down the aisle together for the first time, 
he was already a star.” 

In fact, their star power was too big 
to contain in the Hoosier State, and the 
pair came east to WWE. With manager 
Captain Lou Albano in their corner, the 
Valiants incensed crowds from Maryland 
to Maine (WWE's territorial boundaries 
at the time), with Jimmy portraying the 
matinee idol gone bad, and Johnny play- 
ing the wise-cracking hoodlum. “I just 
followed Jimmy's lead,” Johnny says. 

It was a wise strategy. On May 8, 
1974, the Valiants dethroned Tony Garea 
and Dean Ho for the World Tag Team 
Championship and held the titles for a 
full year. “It was a very successful time 
for us, and we were with each other 
every day,” Jimmy says. “We got to know 
each other pretty well, and I always tell 
people that Johnny's still my brother." 

In 1977, yet another sibling joined the 

















clan, when Jimmy was diagnosed with 
hepatitis. “Vincent J. McMahon [Vincent 
K. McMahon's father] called me and 
said, ‘T'I trust your judgment,” Johnny 
recalls. ""Соте in with someone else.” 

And so John Hill, who'd wrestled 
as Stomper Guy Mitchell, among other 
aliases, became Gentleman Jerry Valiant. 
"He was a bigger and better wrestler 
than either of us,” Johnny says of Jerry, 
who later went on to work on the WWE 
ring crew. "Whatever he lacked in show- 
manship, he made up for in ring expe- 
rience. He was dependable.” 

Jerry and Johnny had one World Tag 
Team Championship reign, defeating 
Garea and Larry Zbyszko in 1979, before 
losing the titles seven months later to 
Tito Santana and Ivan Putski. When he 
recovered from his illness, Jimmy joined 
the other two in six-man tag matches: 
a kinetic combination he believes served 
as a prototype for the Freebirds, a rock 
*n' roll trio dominant throughout the 
next decade. 














Jimmy 

In 1980, Jimmy Valiant was sitting 
in the NWA dressing room in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, when he had a revelation: 
“I looked to one side of me and saw 
Ric Flair. I looked to the other side and 


saw Buddy Landell. Blonds everywhere. 
I said, ‘Man, I gotta change. ГІЇ grow a 
beard. I'll be a wild guy. I'll dance. I'll 
kiss women. I'll kiss men. I'll do things 
other wrestlers don't wanna do. I'll be 





the Boogie-Woogie Mai 

Because the Valiants had always been 
billed a: w Yorkers, Jimmy began 
entering rings to the song, "The Boy 
from New York City,” a risky proposition 
in the South. “I'd tell the fans, ‘I was 
raised in New York City, but I was born 
right here,’ in whatever town we were 
in,” he reveals. ""Му grandmother's still 
here. I was the only boy in New York 
eating cornbread and biscuits every day.” 

The Boogie-Woogie persona turned 
Jimmy into a brand new character, and 
gave him a second life in the business. 
But as the years passed, Valiant left the 
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national stage. He concentrated on his 
school, satisfied his passion for tattoos 
(he has covered much of his body, and 
boasts a star and moon—a Gypsy good- 
luck sign—on his head), and became a 
vegetarian, like another wrestling legend, 
Walter “Killer” Kowalski. 

"I remember picking Walter's brain 
in 1969 in Dallas, and it stuck in the 
back of my mind,” says Valiant. “Why 
carry all the weight around at my age, 
all that dead meat? I was 240 for most 
of my career, and at one point, I got up 
to 290. Now, I weigh about 200 pounds, 
and I stretch and run a mile every day. 
I used to burn the candle at both ends, 
but I cut out all my partying. That's why 
I'm in my fifth decade of wrestling.” 








Johnny 


While Jimmy was reinventing him- 
self as the Boogie-Woogie Man, Johnny 
also had a new role in the wrestling 
business. It started when he briefly 
managed Hulk Hogan in the old 
American Wrestling Association 
(AWA). Although the two soon parted 





ways—Hogan was becoming so popular 
that not even a villainous advisor could 
persuade the fans to jeer him—the 
Hulkster remembered Valiant once 
Hulkamania began in WWE. 

“Pd left wrestling for a while, and 
was a single father, mopping floors 
on the graveyard shift at Westinghouse 
Electric in Pittsburgh,” Johnny recounts. 
“I was doing my kids’ wash and making 
a meat loaf, when Vince McMahon 
called me. Hogan's old friend Ed Leslie 
5 Brutus Beefcake, and 
Hogan remembered me as a good 
speaker. So 1 followed my bliss and 
said, ‘Count me in.” 





was coming in 





To establish a new persona, the | 


former tag team titlist called himself 
Luscious Johnny V, managing Beefcake 
when he clashed with David Sammartino 


at the inaugural WrestleMania, and won | 


the Tag Team Championship with Greg 
“The Hammer” Valentine. Before the 
*80s ended, Johnny also managed Dino 
Bravo and Demolition. 

“It was unreal,” he says. “The busi- 
ness was changing by the hour. I'm still 





glad I was a part of it. Psychologically, 
I never left.” 

But when it was time to leave, 
Johnny had a back-up plan, in the form 
of former WWE announcer Craig 
DeGeorge, whose brother Richie 
Minerveni is an established comedian 
in the New York area. “Craig told me 
his brother could set me up,” Johnny 
says. “And I went right to it. A stage 
is a stage. It’s just like a ring. You go 
out there and grow and stretch and 
spread your wings and create.” 








Periodically, the former ring ruffian's 
face has appeared on television shows 
like The Sopranos and Law & Order: 
Criminal Intent, and movies like 7 
Hurricane. But Valiant's world is 
mainly in the comedy clubs, just as it 
used to be in the arenas. 

"In Madison Square Garden, 
20,000 people wanted to see me 
killed," he says from the basement 
stage of Niagara. "Here in the East 
Village, about 50 people want to 
see me killed. It's kind of the way 
life turns out.” 88 





e 





April 2003 RAW MAGAZINE 


701 29m 100 
m 


LOG ON TO WWW.WWE.COM/WEBCASTS/B) E 


MERIDA N 
PIVEN 








RAWAGTION 






The one and only Texas 
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CURT HENNIG 











MR. PERFECT LEAVES BEHIND 
AN AMAZING LEGACY 





e was full of vigor as he swap- 
gered to the ring, his glaring 
yellow singlet matching his 

gleaming locks, his eyes shining with 

sarcasm and amusement, his mouth 
chomping on a piece of gum, then shoot- 
ing it out of his mouth and swatting it 
away. When there was a match to wrestle, 
he'd put on a clinic characterized by 
flawless timing, expert psychology and 

ıtsy endurance. If he was simply facing 
the cameras for an interview, he was 
equally adroit, smirking as he was 
introduced, then uttering those words 
that came to symbolize his persona, 

“Everything | do is absolutely perfect” 

Even away from the ring, Curt Hennig 
seemed pretty much like the same guy, 
strutting through the airport with the 
WWE Intercontinental title draped over 
his shoulder, wising ofl to some reporter 
on an overseas tour, or taking over 
a barroom with his fellow “Minnesota 
boys.” among them Barry Darsow (a.k.a. 
Demolition Smash and Repo Man), 
Ravishing Rick Rude, the Road Warriors, 
1-2-3 Kid (later known as X-Pac) and 
John “The Berserker” Nord. 

If he was ever tired. injured or caught 
up in some dressing-room drama, no опе 
outside the wrestling fraternity ever really 
knew it. He was just too cool. His arro- 
gance on television might have been part 
of the show, but Hennig was confident 
in who he was: an athlete who never 
phoned it in, an entertainer who could 
always send the audience home smiling. 

nd—like Randy "Macho Man" Savage, 

Jake "the Snake" Roberts, Bret “Hit 

Man” Hart and other second-generation 

Superstars of a certain era—a man who 

took the lessons passed on from his 

father to reinvigorate “pro rassling" into 
something great. 

Yes, he truly was “Mr. Perfect.” 

During several stints in WWE, begin- 
ning in 1979 and ending in 2002, he 
locked up with some of the most leg 
endary names in the business: Hulk 
Hogan. Bret and Owen Hart, British 
Bulldog, Tito Santana, Big Boss Man, 
“Superfly” Jimmy Snuka, Brutus “the 


Barber” Beefcake, Lex Luger, “Rowdy” 
Roddy Piper, Shawn Michaels, Kurt 




















Angle and Triple H. And justas his tan 
never faded, Hennig didn't grow tedious 
or mediocre. Whether he was 23 or 43, 
he was forever capable of winning the 
big title. 

His death was unexpected. At about 

30 p.m. on February 10, a housekeeper 
at the Homestead Suites Hotel in 
Brandon, Florida, swung open the door to 
Hennig's room, and found the 44-year- 
old Superstar's body 

He had planned to wrestle that night 
at the Florida State Fair on an independ- 
ent show promoted by former WWE 
manager, “The Mouth of the South” 
Jimmy Hart. Hillsborough County 
deputies immediately ruled out suicide 
and foul play. With no solid explana- 
tion for something so implausible, fans 
would simply have to face the fact that— 
after a number of retirements and соте- 
backs—Mr. Perfect was gone. 

But what a saga he left behind. 

Before Mr. Perfect ever took his first 
tumble over the top rope, he was learning 
the business from his father, Larry 
Hennig. Hennig was called “The Ax” 
because of his finisher, a kind of running 
clothesline. In WWE, Pedro Morales 
received “The Ax” from the bull-bodied 
contender, as did Bruno Sammartino, 


Hennig quickly established himself as one of WWE's top ring workers during his heyday in 
the late 1980s-early '90s. His matches with Bret Hart (opposite) and Hulk Hogan (above) 
were often classics, as was his association with Bobby Heenan (above middle). 


RAW MAGAZINE April 2003 





Hennig's “perfect” sporting exploits 
are still legendary WWE vignettes, 
and his white towel became a 

Mr. Perfect trademark. 


In the now-defunct American Wrestling 
Association (AWA), the elder Henn 


held the tag team championship four 
times, once with Duke Hoffman and on 
three occasions with the legendary 
Harley Race. 

To Larry Hennig, wrestling was the 
"sport of kings,” and he taught his son 
to respect the business. 

The signposts for the future were 
everywhere in Curt's hometown of 
Robbinsdale, Minnesota. While his 
father battled through hostile crowds to 
get to the ring, Curt was making friends 
at school. In eighth grade, he began 
hanging out with a kid who shared his 
thirst for sports and his lust for living 
The boy was Rick Rude, and the two 
would still reminisce about old times 
when they were appearing at Wrestle 
Manias or jetting around the globe. 

A football standout at the University 
of Minnesota, Curt thought he`d become 
a pro player. But after a college knee 
injury, he signed up for Verne Gagne’s 
wrestling camp to rehab. Gagne, the 
AWA promoter and frequent heavy 
weight titlist, was a former NCAA 
champion, and worked his trainees like 
they were shipping off to combat. Over 
the years, survivors of Gagne's camps 
included Ric Flair, the Iron Sheik, Vader 
and Sgt. Slaughter. By the time the 
class ended, he and Brad Rheingans 
an Olympic-caliber athlete who has 
helped train Brock Lesnar—were the 
sole graduates. Larry “the Ax's" son had 
apparently forgotten about football 

In 1979, Hennig appeared at his first 
WWE show in Madison Square Garden 


He and another second-generation 


wrestler, Eddie Gilbert, were a clean- 
scrubbed tag team, still feeling their 
way around the ring and working on their 
personae. It wasn't going to happen in 
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WWE: 
Curt 
Pacific Northwest championship in the 


not that early, anyway—so 
went on the road, winnir 


Oregon territory, and the tag team title 
in the AWA. His partner: a hunky, enthu 
siastic Kid named Scott Hall 

By 1987, Hennig had developed his 
bluster, and could have a match with 
practically any type of opponent. On 
May 2 of that year, he won the AWA 
heavyweight championship from Nick 
Bockwinkel. As WWE plowed over the 
old territories, the youthful, inventive 
Hennig did his best to hold the fort 
before losing the championship to 
in an emotional match in 


Jerry Lawle 
“the King’ 


Tennessee 


` hometown of Memphis, 


There was now only one place to go. 

In 1988, Hennig was introduced to 
WWE audiences as Mr. Perfect. Before 
his first match, he was seen in a number 
of video segments, slamming baseballs, 
swishing basketballs through hoops, 
expertly diving into swimming pools. 

"Any airport I go, wherever, people 
still say, "There goes Mr. Perfect, and 
talk about those vignettes," Hennig 
"They still remember that 
Mr. Perfect character 


said last year 
because Vince 
{McMahon] developed it so well. It was 
his idea. But I am that athletic. I can do 


all those things.” 

The neweomer came with a signature 
finisher, a fisherman's suplex that 
required him to execute a neck bridge as 
he held his opponent. Referee Jimmy 
Korderas is credited with naming the 
move the “Perfect-plex.” 

Mr. Perfect came out of the gate 
quickly, acquiring the glib Bobby “The 
Brain” Heenan as his manager. Like 
Kurt Angle a decade later, Hennig was 
able to continue his boasts because fans 
him. In the spring of 1990, 
Ultimate Warrior defeated Hulk 
Hogan for the WWE crown, the new 


believes 


after 


titlist announced that he was vacating 
his Intercontinental Championship. In 
the tournament that followed, Perfect 
won the Intercontinental title in the 
He lost to 
îrich four 


finals against Tito Santana, 
“Texas Tornado” Kerry Von 
months later, then won back the prize 
on November 19, 1990. 

But this reign was a trying one. 
hit the 
turnbuckles too hard and bulged a disc 
in his back 


During one skirmish, Henr 


The pain was unbearable, 
and Perfect contemplated surrendering 
the title on TV. Instead. he stepped into 
the ring against Bret Hart at Summer- 
Slam ‘91, and wrestled for more than 
20 minutes before being defeated 


Even during his convalescence, 
though, there was a role for Mr. Perfect. 
He became Ric Flair's "executive con- 
sultant,” while Heenan managed the 
“Nature Boy.” and started doing color 
commentary on WWE broadcasts. As 
fans grew to enjoy his witticisms, Mr 
Perfect returned to the ring as a fan 
favorite, 

Over time, though, Hennig's love 
affair with the wrestling public wilted, 
and he once again became an acerbic 
heel. In 1996, he assisted a cocky young- 
ster known as Hunter Hearst-Helmsley 
in his first Intercontinental title win 
Then Hennig suddenly vanished from 
WWE, only to reappear in WOW. 

The “Monday Night Wars” between 
WWE Raw and WCW 7 
their peak, and Hennig's new company 


ro were at 


clearly equated success. with keeping 
their valuable acquisition. visible. He 
replaced Arn Anderson in the storied 
Four Horsemen unit, then jumped over 
to the nWo 
contribution to that organization was 
forming the West Texas Rednecks—with 
Barry and Kendall Windham and the 
late Bobby Duncum, Jr 


But his most substantial 


a contingent 
of country/western yahoos who rallied 
around a song called, “Rap is Crap." 

It was amusing, but not enough to 
save WCW 
Hennig seemed adrift in the wrestling 
until the 2002 Royal Rumble, 
when Mr. Perfect returned again, 


The company folded, and 
industry 
remaining in the free-for-all until the 
final minutes. 

"When this WWE door opens for 


you,” he said at the time, “and you pass 
it up, you're a fool. 

In February, back on the independent 
circuit, Hennig probably wondered if 
that door would ever open again. He 
was also incredibly charismatic, and had 
the potential to play a non-wrestling 
role in front of the cameras. Behind the 
scenes, fellow Superstars admired his 
ethic and storehouse of knowledge 

Now, the questions will go unan- 


swered, as Curt Hennig is memorial- 


ized before he had a chance to have his 
perfect ending. a 
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In Memoriam 


Curt Hennig 
1958-2003 
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